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Dr. Clarence C. Stoughton 
Stewardship Secretary 


By action of the Executive Board at if, 
January meeting and of the Executiv 
Committee of the Laymen’s Movement fc, 
Stewardship at its annual meeting Feb 
ruary 1, a call was authorized, extende 
and accepted by Dr. Clarence C. Stough 
ton to become stewardship secretary of th 
United Lutheran Church in America. 

An official statement over the signatur 
of President Franklin C. Fry reads: “D» 
Stoughton is to be simultaneously th 
stewardship secretary of the United Lu 
theran Church, serving under the Execu 
tive Board in conformity with an actio 
of the Minneapolis Convention, and ex 
ecutive jsecretary of the Laymen’s Move 
ment for Stewardship, succeeding the lat 
Mr. Arthur P. Black. Dr. Stoughton’s of 
fice will be in the Lutheran Church Hous 
in New York. His activities will be di 
rected by the Executive Committee of th 
Laymen’s Movement and the officers of th 
Church jointly. Both the Laymen’s Move 
ment and the ‘Executive Board have en 
tered into this arrangement enthusiasticall!- 
and with a clear conviction that this typ» 
of co-operation will greatly strengthen thi. 
excellent, constructive work which th 

(Continued on page 29) 
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THY RIGHTEOUSNESS— ‘is like the great mountain." 


As THE present great industrial, social, international and moral struggle 
approaches its conclusion, the Christian citizens of the allied forces see with 
growing clearness, the justification of their confidence in the blessing of 
God. It must be confessed that there were times in the past four years 
when the Axis powers seemed about to conquer us. Again and again doubts 
assailed us and we were startled to find ourselves uncertain of the care of 
God for those who trust in Him. 

There must have been a crisis in the life of the psalmist David, from 
which he emerged as does the pilgrim who for a while has lost the percep- 
tion of his way. Doubts and fears were before him. The broad ways of wick- 
edness seemed to have captured the light. The counsels of the ungodly put 
on an appearance of power and endurance. And since such an emanation 
cannot come from God it is easy to conclude that there is no God. Both the 
variety and power of these hostile forces appear in Psalm 36. 

But finally, as the mountain emerges from clouds and fog, from dust 
and darkness, so the righteousness which is of God is seen, having endured 
while error and injustice perish as do the mists before the morning sun. As 
solidly as the mountain rises above the plain, so do the judgments of the 
Almighty stand as the bulwark and refuge of the children of God. They 
cry, “I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills from whence cometh my help.” 
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Seminary speed-up 

ApvotpH HitTLer’s war has strange 
consequences. One is that American 
theological seminaries are ‘graduating 
in mid-winter some of the largest 
classes on record. 

Capital Seminary of- the American 
Lutheran Church held a mid-year 
graduation for the first time in its 114- 
year history, with 
twenty-three stu - 
dents approved for 
ordination. 

Luther Semirfary, 
of the Norwegian 
Lutheran Church, 
gave diplomas on 
January 28 to 
eighty-five students, largest graduating 
class in the history of that institution. 
Gettysburg and Philadelphia, largest 
ULC seminaries, are graduating about 
thirty-five men apiece. 

Reason for large perouatine classes 
in the middle of the school year is the 
government-enforced acceleration, 
which puts young men through college 
in three years and through seminary in 
two. First results of this program are 
seen in the numbers now graduating. 

Men now ready to enter the ministry 
were already in the colleges when war 
began. From now on the supply will 
dwindle rapidly. Seminary enrollments 
may reach their lowest in this century. 


Spending Methodist money 
Metuoopists are laying plans for wise 
expenditure of the $25,000,000 which is 
rapidly rolling in as a result of their 
“Crusade for Christ.” They have de- 
cided to allot $300,000 to bring young 
Christian leaders from China for post- 
war schooling in the United States. 
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After study here, these Chinese are’ 
expected to return home to assume 
posts of leadership in the Chinese ~ 
Church. Some part of the fund will be — 
spent for religious work among stu- — 
dents who come at the expense of the 
Chinese government to prepare for po- 
litical and economic. service in their 
homeland. 


Thorough-going 

WsxiteE the war is still in progress we’ 
ought to get on the record some of the 
extraordinary workmanship of congre- 
gations here and there in keeping in) 
touch with their men and women in) 
service. 

St. James Church, Ozone Park, N. Y.,| 
for instance, has 113 persons in the) 
armed forces, of whom 77 are, or have’) 
been, overseas. In 1944 this congrega-/ 
tion gathered $1,931 in cash, plus $481 
in materials, for direct expenditure on 
behalf of these persons. “Remembrance 
boxes” costing $1,324 were sent to them 
at intervals during the year. Books,) 
magazines, and a constant stream of} 
correspondence took up the balance of 
the fund. 

In three years, 11,585 weekly church 
letters have gone to the service per- 
sonnel, plus 2,490 personal letters from 
the pastor, Dr. Harry J. Kreider. 


Lent, 1945 


A COMPLETELY new type of Lenten 
program has been produced in the 
Episcopal Church, under supervision of 
the Division of Christian Education. It 
consists of six dramatizations, prepared) 
as electrical transcriptions, portraying 
real-life situations. 

The transcriptions are entitled, “The 
Living People.” Professional actors of 
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high standing prepared them. They are 
being used in Episcopal parishes in 
fifteen-minute periods each Sunday. 


Convention question 

Tue War Transportation Committee 
_ of the ODT has problems. Richard H. 
| Claire, secretary of the committee, re- 
| cently received a visit from a delega- 
tion claiming to represent from 350 to 


il:| 500 Bible conference and summer camp 


groups. 

The Bible conference delegates said 
that a half million people going to Bible 
conferences this summer would not 
cause so much strain on the railroads 
as “people going to resort hotels at. the 
beaches or in the mountains.” 

Methodists will be able to hold the 
annual session of the Wyoming Confer- 
ence, which was the subject of discus- 
sion on the floor of the House of Rep- 
resentatives on February 9. The meet- 
ing “is essential to the national wel- 


;| fare,” said Bishop Fred P. Corson, 


resident bishop of the Methodist 
Church in the Philadelphia area. 

The affair was “a little mishandled, 
as sometimes happens in dealing with 
government agencies in wartime,” 
Bishop Corson said. A conference of 
Methodists in the Philadelphia area, 
scheduled March 8, is also expected to 
proceed on schedule. 

“Without such meetings young men 
could not be ordained as ministers, and 
many of those who will be ordained will 
immediately become chaplains in the 
armed forces,” explained the bishop. 


Disagree on conscription 

American churches, Catholic and 
Protestant alike, have been almost 
unanimous in opposing immediate ac- 
tion on peacetime conscription. Most 
prominent group of churchmen to re- 
fuse to commit themselves is the House 
of Bishops of the Episcopal Church. 
Meeting at the beginning of February, 
the bishops said they did not have 
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enough time for careful discussion of 
such a big question. 

The big educational associations have 
come out against a peacetime draft law 
now. Twelve university presidents on 
January 24 sent President Roosevelt a 
six-point argument against such a draft. 
Signers include the presidents of 
Brown, California, Chicago, Cornell, 
Harvard, Indiana, Kansas, Missouri, 
Princeton, Stanford, Tulane, and Van- 
derbilt. 

However the score is now 14 to 12 in 
favor of conscription. Presidents of 
fourteen institutions sent Mr. Roose- 
velt a statement urging prompt action 
on the peacetime draft. These include 
presidents of Amherst, Cooper Union, 
Dartmouth, Florida, Georgia Tech, 
Lafayette, M.I.T., Muhlenberg, North- 
western, Pennsylvania, Pittsburgh, 
Rutgers, Temple, and Yale. 

From February 1 to 9, ODT denied 
469 applications for scheduled conven- 
tions, including several from religious 
organizations. Among those approved 
were: North Carolina Synod, ULC; 
General Assembly of United Presby- 
terian Church; Central Pennsylvania 
Conference of the Evangelical Church. 


Freedom in Norway 

In the first province of Norway to be 
cleared of Nazi control, Finnmark in 
the extreme north, Dr. Arne Fjellbu 
has been designated as bishop by the 
government-in-exile. 

Only two of the large churches of 
this area remain standing, those at 
Vesseby and at Karasjok, reports Re- 
ligious News Service. At an outdoor 
meeting at the mining town of Bjoer- 
nevatn, Bishop Fjellbu recently 
preached his first sermon in his new 
diocese. Speaking on John 7: 14-18, he 
stressed “the tremendous task of re- 
building religious life in’ areas which 
have been so thoroughly ruined.” 
‘Bishop Fjellbu, formerly dean of 
Trondheim Cathedral, was born in 
Iowa, son of an American clergyman. 
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IN THE WORLD'S EVE 


Alcoholics’ Anonymous, that most 
excellent and efficient organization for 
combatting drunkenness, should have 
a fine field for its operations,in the na- 
tion’s capital. The District of Colum- 
bia’s chief health officer, Dr. Ruhland, 
thinks a special clinic ought to be set 
up at once for the treatment of the 
rapidly increasing number of alcohol- 
ics, “thousands of our best educated 
and socially prominent citizens.” Dr. 
Ruhland. says about 2,000 drunks are 
admitted each year to the Gallinger 
Hospital in Washington for a stay of 
seven to ten days—not to cure them, 
but just to “detoxicate” them for their 
reappearance in public. It is not as- 
suring to realize that the seat of our 
government, and of affairs of world- 
wide import, should be one of the most 
drunken spots in the world. Curiously 
enough, Pennsylvania drank 6,500,000 
fewer gallons of spirits and wine last 
year, yet it paid $16,673,585 more for it. 


Italy’s Government at Rome has been 
forced to institute an 8.00 P. M. curfew 
law for all children under 15 years of 
age, especially for girls between 12 and 
14. Juvenile delinquency is an inevita- 
ble product of war conditions, for the 
very nature of war is destructive in 
every way. In our own country, with 
conditions superior to those of any 
other country, it has been caused by 
mass migrations of labor and the flow 
of women into factories; and the cur- 
rent official pressure will make it 
worse. Homes, and the children in 
them, have been neglected, and the ex- 
tra money coming into families has 
just aggravated the situation. In Italy 
the conditions are made immeasurably 
worse by the chaotic aftermath of a 
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by Julius F a 


conquered country and the presence of ; 
alien armed forces, even though they, 

be our own. The Roman. authorities! i 
are particularly concerned over juve- 
nile prostitution and, as a partial cure 
are trying to prohibit the residence 07 
Allied personnel in private flats. Quo-| 
tidiano, the organ of Rome’s “Catholic 
Action,” is especially severe in its de- 
nunciation of the window display o| 
“cheesecake” illustrations at the quar 
ters of the Army daily, The Stars an« 
Stripes. It charges that the pictures ar’ 
more suitable for a brothel. if 


Earnest Laymen in Germany are do — 
ing their best to fill the gaps in re) 
ligious service occasioned by the drain!) 
ing of clergymen into the militar 
service and into concentration camp) 
Lay readers, distributed in six circuit: 
overcome serious difficulties to reac 
every possible point of need. For ir. 
stance, men go from Munich ever 
Sunday to carry the gospel to parishe 
in Upper Bavaria. Even farmers ar» 
workmen, aided by pastors’ wives ar? 
parish sisters, hold prayer service! 
conduct funerals and other chure 
functions when clergymen are nv 
available. The extent of the activiti» 
may be judged by the fact that in or 
circuit out of fifty-two in Silesia, 2! 
lay readers have been dedicated to t 
service of the church. It is sad to co» 
sider what has happened to that wo) 
in the present war inundation of Siles”. 
but we may be confident it will ri 
again out of the faith and need of t! 
people. In the meantime it is interes 
ing to learn that a small German th 
ological college has been set up in Lo 
don, under the direction of the Bishi 
of Chichester and manned by the Ge 
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man Confessional Church, to train can- 
didates for the ministry. At present 
there are seven men and one woman— 
all refugees—in the classes. 


Pope Pius XII apparently had his 
eye on Soviet Russia when he said 
(January 21) “the enemies of Christ 
and His Church never disarm, even 
when they manifest peaceful inten- 
tions.” However, he cannot be unaware 
that an anti-clerical and communist 
shadow hangs over Italy, and anti- 
clericalism threatens in Spain, France, 
Mexico, and other portions of Latin 
America. Much of this, as in Spain 
and Mexico, is a defense measure 


against hierarchical-political aggres- - 


sion. Quite surprisingly the Moderator 
of the Presbyterian Church of the 
U.S.A., mild-mannered Dr. Roy E. 
Vale, is at present carrying on a cam- 
paign of warning against “the plans 
and purposes of the Roman Church” 
in the U.S.A. Recently in Dallas, Tex., 
he declared: “The Roman Catholic 
hierarchy is engaged in a deliberate at- 
tempt to take away from the Protestant 
churches of America their leadership 
in religious life . . . and are seeking 
ultimately to take the leadership in the 
political life of the country.” (If that 
occurs, it will not be taken over, but 
handed over by the nerveless hands and 
spineless faith of indifferent Prot- 
estants.) 

Dr. Vale has no desire to condemn 
Catholics as such for their religion; but 
here are some considerations to be re- 
membered.as a reason for his crusade. 
The Roman Church officially and spe- 
cifically demands that (1) their faith 
be officially recognized as the religion 
of the commonwealth; (2) the laws of 
the Church be recognized and sanc- 
tioned; (3) all the rights of the Church 
and its members be officially protected; 
(4) attendance of high state officials be 
required: at its principal functions. In 
the event that the Roman Church 
should achieve this official standing, 
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Protestants might be allowed to prac- 
tice their own form of worship “within 
the family circle or in such an incon- 
spicuous manner as to be an occasion 
neither of scandal nor of perversion to 
the faithful.” In other words, the sit- 
uation of Protestants in Spain should 
be established here—worship by re- 
stricted permission, not by right. This 
is the rule of thumb which the Church 
would use, as classically expressed by 
Louis Viellot, a French cleric: “We ask 
you (Protestants) for. liberty in the 
name of your principles; we deny it to 
you in the name of ours.” 


Though the resignation of Belgium’s 
Premier Pierlot has been accounted for 
on the ground of political unrest and 


agitation, the reason apparently lies 


deeper than that. The sad fact is that 
Belgium, like all small nations and 
more than most, is dependent upon the 
outside world for food and materials to 
put her populace to work. The condi- 
tions of war obstruct a normal flow of 
such commodities, and so the unrest 
will continue. Self-sufficiency is im- 
possible because (1) on a territory the 
size of Maryland Belgium contains 
8,360,000 people (710 to the square 
mile); (2) because its soil is only one- 
third arable it must import most of its 
foodstuffs; (3) for highly developed 
industries 99 percent of the metals 
needed must be imported; (4) it has 
coal for home heating, but it is unfit 
for industrial purposes, for which 
6,000,000 tons must be imported an- 
nually. With their pre-war markets 
destroyed or diverted, they “cannot 
barter for these necessities. Without 
them they starve, and that breeds re- 
bellion. No premier will be able to 
hold office long until free markets are 
established. 


Verity Questioned. The last sentence 
in the paragraph on The Mafia (page 7, 
January 31 LurHeran), “Most of these 
are communists.” ; 
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In the Shadow of Westminster Abbey 


By STEWART W. HERMAN, JR. 


Amonc the families who fled from Hitler’s Reich to Great Britain after 19%) ) 
there were boys and girls who grew up with a strong desire to study for tl) | 


The Houses of Parliament in London—Westminster Abbey at left in background. It is | 
in this general section of London that the Confessional Institute is located | 


: 
, 
E 


Christian ministry. England and Scotland are rich in venerable theological schoo! 
but these young Germans for the most part wished to study in their own langua) 


in order to be ready to return to their own country if the call should ever com) 


British church leaders sympathized 
with the young exiles. Men like the 
Bishop of Chichester and the late Dr. 
William Paton, despite their heavy 
commitments to the “local” Christian 
interests of a nation in the death-throes 
of war, sponsored the idea of opening a 
seminary in which the spirit of heroes 
like Pastor Martin Niemoeller might 
be conveyed to a new generation grow- 
ing up in a foreign land. 

Energetic German pastors and teach- 
ers pursued the project during these 
long, desperate, discouraging earlier 
years, when their Nazi compatriots 
were riding roughshod over all of 
Europe and stretching greedy fingers 
of steel into Africa and Asia. It was not 
until March 1944—just a year ago—that 
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a small faculty and a small group | 
students assembled in a small house | 
London to begin their work. | 

Gradually the house, which had bee) 
vacant several years, was rehabilitat:) 
and the Confessional Institute dete 
mined to have a formal opening an) 
dedication to which all its friends cov | 
be invited. Monday, June 19, w 
chosen. 


In the Midst of Robots 

On June 13 robot bombs had beg 
to arrive, and by June 19 the atta» 
was fully launched. They fell at in 
tervals all day and all night. The pr‘ 
vious day the Guard’s Chapel had be: 
directly hit at the very beginning of t 
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‘service and 180 worshipers were buried 
in masonry before the eyes of the 
chaplain at the altar. That chapel was 
not more than a few hundred yards 
‘from the new Institute which occupied 
-a little old Georgian house in a quiet 
street behind Westminster Abbey. 
That same June 19 was the day on 
which I got my first really good view 
of the V-1. Ironically enough, I had 
just been visiting Mr. Herbert C. Pell, 


American head of the War Crimes 


Commission. The bright, silvery min- 
lature’ plane was chugging. over the 
roof-tops at the end of the street when 
its motor died. The machine dove 
abruptly and there was a loud bang, 
then a swift mushroom of dust and 
smoke puffed into the clear summer 


y. 
Thus the Confessional Institute was 


_ born ‘in the fires of war. Christians, like 
| politicians, 


sometimes make strange 
bedfellows. There was the Lord Bishop 
of Chichester, Dr. Bell—the most hum- 


ble tenacious man I know—who had 
added the chairmanship of the semi- 
-nary’s board to his onerous duties. 
There were Dr. Kurt Emmerich, the new 


warden, and Dr. H. P. Ehrenburg, for- 
merly professor of philosophy at Heid- 
elberg, who had agreed to devote their 
full time to the half-dozen students 
gathered out of colleges all over the 
British Isles or out of war jobs to which 
they were still committed. There was 
Mr, Z. F. Willis of the British YMCA, 
one of the most astute and devout 
Christian statesmen I have ever met; 
also Dr. W. W. Schuetz, London cor- 
respondent of a great Swiss paper; 
and Julius Rieger, pastor of the two- 
hundred-year-old St. George’s German 
Lutheran Church. He had courageously 
defied all efforts to Nazify his congre- 
gation and finally refused point-blank 
to return to Germany. 


Finance and Faith 
These were some of the men who 
stood behind this new venture in faith 
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under the mothering shadow of Eng- 
land’s most famous Abbey. They were 
not bankers inaugurating a new cor- 
poration. At the board meeting in April 
Mr. Willis reported total contributions 
of a few shillings less than 820 pounds, 
i.e., $3,280! The house, except for taxes 
and maintenance, had been donated by 
Britain’s benevolent de Bunsen family, 
but all other expenses had to be met 
from month-to-month gifts of English 
friends! 

Classes were regularly conducted ac- 
cording to a fixed schedule. Last fall 
there were only three young men and 
two young women continuing their 
studies because of abnormally vexatious 
conditions. The students were required 
by wartime laws and by their own des- 
perate financial straits to work all day 
in office or factory. Thus, courses could 
be given only at night after a common 
supper. There was virtually no time 
for study; in fact—during the whole 
summer—flying bombs continually in- 
terfered with the sleep of those who 
were somewhat nervous. Wartime feed- 
ing does not help. One girl was trying 
to cover her weekly expenses with $6 
in wages! Yet new applicants for ad- 
mission were looking for funds or con- 
genial work which would permit them 
to take courses in New Testament, Old 
Testament, Church History, and Doc- 
trine so that in, perhaps, six years—at 
the rate of two classes per day—they 
might qualify for regular ordination. 

A few efforts were made to interest 
American agencies in the London semi- 
nary. Early in 1943 Dr. Paton told me 
that he hoped the Lutherans of Amer- 
ica would come to the support of their 
German brethren in England. He 
wanted scholarships for the students, 
books for the library, and I suggested 
that an American instructor might be 
selected from.one of our seminaries to 
be our ambassador and link with the 
German church in exile. Unfortunately, 
nothing came of the approaches which 

(Continued on page 22) 


A Problem of Proportions 


SEC'Y E. A. TAPPERT Describes Conditions in Canada Due to 


"Too Much and Too Little" 


In THE Litany we pray: From all calamity by fire and water: Good Lord. 
deliver us. Such calamities are caused by either too much or too little of these 
common blessings of life which we are receiving daily without much thinking, 
and which we take as a matter of course. The fiery blaze of the sun, which in 
our own Middle West and in the Prairie Provinces of Canada, burned all vegeta-|_ 


tion to a crisp during seven of the ten 
years of the last decade, because there 
was too little water to accompany and 
supplement it, will not be forgotten so 
soon; they were too much like the 
seven years of dearth in the Holy Land 
at Joseph’s time. It sounds almost like 
a paradox that the same region last 
year suffered from just the opposite 
calamity: too much water. When we 
traveled through the Northwest and the 
Prairie Provinces of Canada last sum- 
mer, we saw vast stretches with thou- 
sands of acres of wheat covered with 
water, so that they could not be har- 
vested. Great damage was done in the 
Province of Alberta, where the Pembina 
and Paddle Rivers flooded large sec- 
tions of the country, driving people 
from their homes, and in many cases 
drowning the cattle on the field. For 
three weeks our Barrhead Parish was 
completely cut off from the rest of the 
world, both railway and highway being 
under water for miles, with washouts 
twenty feet deep. It was a unique ex- 
perience: so much water in a country, 
which is habitually short of water, not 
only for watering the fields, but also 
for the daily use of man and beast. _ 


In Contrast with New York 

Knowing something of the calamity 
of water, having tasted rain water in 
southern Texas, alkali water in Sas- 
katchewan and very bitter water in a 
little town in Iowa, we are grateful for 
the splendid mountain water, with 
which New York City provides its cit- 
izens, while we sympathize with our 
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‘cases the source of their water supply 


people.in Canada, who are continually! | 


faced by this calamity of water.’ Few 
people realize what that means to our 
missionaries and their people. In many 


is a so-called slough, a depression in a) 
field, in which rain water gathers, im 
the midst of which a kind of well is) 
dug. The ground water generally is} 
alkaline and cannot be used for drink-) 
ing purposes; one has to go to quite & 
depth before water ‘is found which is! 
drinkable. When our first missionary 
in Canada, the Rev. H. C. Schmieder!, 
settled on a homestead at Edenwald) 
Saskatchewan, he built a house for 
$200, and then spent another $200 in 
search of water, which he finally lo-| 
cated, but almost a mile away from his 
house. In many sections every drop o% 
drinking water is derived from the ice: 
which is gathered in winter and storec! 
for use in summer; during the drought 
years, when most wells and sloughs haci 
gone completely dry, the farmers hac! 
to melt snow during the winter to sup-- 
ply water for their cattle, a slow proc- 
ess, for,it takes barrels of snow to make: 
one bucket of water. No wonder thay 
the change from too little to too mucl: 
last summer has taken their breath. 


One Pastor's Situation 

What are the people doing about this 
situation? Are they taking it lying 
down? In the past they could do little 
else, for they were down and out: to 
much expense and too little money. 
There is water almost everywhere or 
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earth, if you go deep enough, but going 
deep into the ground also means going 
deep into the pocketbook, which will 
not help any, if the latter is empty. But 
just at this time the farmer is better sit- 
uated than he has been for many years, 
and now is the time to act. We have a 
parish in the Peace River District of 
Alberta, in which the water question 
has become acute. The pastor writes: 
“One thing which takes a great deal of 
my time, and which I have so far never 
encountered, is the lack of water. One 
of our good neighbors supplies us with 
drinking water for the house; for the 
cow and the horses there was a little 
bit of water in the shallow dugout near 
the parsonage building. Our house 
water supply still holds good, but the 
dugout is frozen to the bottom, so there 
is no more water. The well is dry. For- 
tunately, just as the water disappeared, 
it began to snow, and by melting that 
I got enough for the animals. But it 
takes a great deal of my time, so much 
that I had to get rid of the cow. This 
was no easy matter, because the three 
children in the family need a lot of 
milk, But it was just too much to do, 
especially for my wife, when I was gone 
to my other parish with the horses, 
eighty-five miles away. I have arranged 
it so that I leave the horses here, when 
I am at home, for they are almost in- 
dispensable; but when: I go away I 
leave them with one of the neighbors. 
That leaves the snow to melt only for 
the washing, when I am gone; but even 
this takes quite some time, especially 
with a baby in the house. A bit of en- 
couragement has come along in this re- 
gard; about a mile away a well has 
been drilled to a depth of 200 feet, and 
it gives plenty of water. We are trying 
to form a co-operative society to drill 
_wells for everyone now. Failing this 
we can hire a man to dig one for about 
$200, complete with pipes. The con- 
tours of the land would indicate that 
our chances for water here at the par- 
sonage are good. The expense involved, 
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of course, puts it out of the question, 
but we plan to try for water. It is hard 
to realize what a blessing an abundance 
of water can be, until you have to be 
without it.” 

It is our judgment that this man 
ought to get his well. Who will help 
him get it? In closing he says: “My 
health is good, and so is that of my 
family, and we are far from unhappy 
here.” 


The Missionary's Greatest Need 


There are some other “too muches 
and too littles,” which demand atten- 
tion. It is true that the economic sit- 
uation in Canada has greatly improved. 
There is more money among the people, 
which has resulted in increased salaries 
for our missionaries. But hand in hand 
with this improvement of general con- 
ditions has gone a deterioration of 
travel conditions. Since, like St. Paul, 
our missionaries must engage in “jour- 
neyings often,” in order to do their 
work, they must lean heavily on avail- 


_able means of transportation, and it 


cannot be helped that cars wear out. 
Repairs and replacements are very ex- 
pensive and hard to get, and so it is 
that at present the greatest demand is 
for aid in keeping the missionary on the 
road. It is again the same tune: too 
much traveling, too much wear and 
tear, too much expense, and too little 
money to pay for it all. It is a condi- 
tion inherent to the frontier, which has 
been with us for years, and will remain 
until roads are improved, bridges are 
built, and parishes are confined to 
smaller areas. At present the distance 
between the two parishes in the Peace 
River district by car or buggy is eighty- 
five miles, with a large river to cross, 
by train 200 miles with two trains per 
week. The distance between The Pas 
and Sherridon is about ninety miles. 
Under such conditions, and with the 
enormously increased cost of transpor- 
tation it is inevitable that special aid is 
(Continued on page 22) 


HAPPENINGS IN THE HOME 


RACE PREJUDICE IN CHILDREN 


@ I am worried about the attitudes which 
my children express in regard to other 
races. The other day my ten-year-old 
daughter came home from school quite ex- 
cited about an affair that took place on the 
playground. In her description of the oc- 
currence she used the expression “dirty 
Jew.” Not more than two weeks before my 
son, who is now twelve, spoke very dis- 
paragingly of Negroes, calling them “nig- 
gers.” Since the war is on, there have been 
numerous expressions by the children 
showing strong feeling against Japanese. 
We have tried to discourage this kind of 
talk and to encourage the children to think 
differently and to speak with more courtesy 
of other nationalities. With all the efforts, 
the attitudes seem not to have changed. 


Race prejudice is one of the ugliest 
and least justified attitudes that a hu- 
man being can take. It is totally out of 


harmony with democracy and Christian ~ 


teachings. 

Having in mind the tremendous in- 
fluence of homes upon children, I can- 
not refrain from raising the question as 
to whether your home has really been 
free from such attitudes: It is quite 
possible for children to acquire such 
attitudes outside the home. There are 
many opportunities. But, first of all, 
you and your husband should search 
yourselves and find out whether you 
are free from such prejudices. It should 
be remembered that many people, as 
far as intellect is concerned, have over- 
come the prejudice, but a very strong 
emotional left-over is still there. And 
human beings are influenced to action 
far more by their feelings and emotions 
than by their sober.ideas. Perhaps in 
your own home you have unwittingly 
helped to create the unfortunate atti- 
tudes of your children. Attitudes are 
contagious. And do you never use ex- 
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pressions which indirectly imply the | 
inferiority or undesirability of certain | 


other races? Those indirect hints or 
statements are often more influential 
than outright declarations. 

You ought to explain to your chil- 


ities, 
tunities, experiences, and education. 
There are no “superior” or “inferior” 
races, but there are great differences 
within any one race. 


You should also explain Jesus’ teach- 
ing of the supreme value and sanctity | 


of persons, His sacrifice for all, and His 
command to teach all nations. 


One of the finest ways to get rid of 
race prejudice is to associate with per- | 
sons of other races. We should learn to) 


appreciate them. These changes nat- 
urally cannot take place overnight. 
They will have to be a growth. But if 
we never start, we shall never arrive. 


RELIGIOUS ATTITUDES IN CHILDREN 
@ Why are some children more inclined 
to religious attitudes than others? 

As far as we know, all human beings: 
are born with an inner capacity for 
religion., No race or tribe of people, to 
my knowledge, has been found that 
does not have some form of religion, 
crude though it may be. That univer- 
sal craving is expressed by the Psalm- 
ist thus: “My soul thirsteth for God 
for the living God” (Psalm 42: 2); “My 
heart and my flesh cry out unto the liv- 
ing God” (Psalm 84: 2). According tc: 
our best understanding of children, 
they all have an innate readiness to 
develop religiously. 

There are some individuals, however, 
who are endowed with certain strengths 
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dren that all serious studies show that 
all races are inherently equal in abil- 
Differences are due to oppor-| 


and weaknesses of various instincts, 
emotions, and temperament that may 
render them less susceptible to religion 
than others. An extreme extrovert may 
over-ride any religious impulses with 
an overweening or extreme self-asser- 
tiveness. 

Frequently enough, however, the 
difference of inclination to religion in 
different children and young people is 
due, not to any inherited or congenital 
condition, but to the influences which 
have played upon their lives from in- 
fancy up, in home, community, play- 
ground, school, and the totality of con- 
tacts. 


TEEN-AGE MISBEHAVIOR 


@ Wherever one turns today he hears or 
reads about the misbehavior of teen-age 
boys and girls. Some of the things one 
hears are terrible. I wonder what their 
parents are doing about it. It seems to me 
that it is about time for parents to get back 
on the throne and use a strong hand. 
Parents today are too soft, and they allow 
children to do too much as they please. 
This talk about allowing children to de- 
cide what they shall do is foolish. Fathers 
and mothers will have to rule the house, 
or our present conditions will get worse 
and worse. 

You are right in assuming that juve- 
nile delinquency is pre-eminently a 
problem of the home. And I am not at 
all surprised that you call for the ex- 
ercise of more authority by parents. 
But I am quite sure that the use of a 
strong hand alone cannot be depended 
upon as a solution to the problem. 

While a considerable number of 
young delinquents come from homes 
which have been “broken,” homes in 
which both parents work outside the 
household, homes where there are un- 
happy relations between the parents, 
and homes which are underprivileged 
and economically poor, that is not the 
case with all. Studies show that a large 
number come from “old, substantial” 
families. 
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It is asserted by social workers and 
educators today that young people are 
about two years accelerated in their 
mode of life and desires. This is due to 
many causes, not the least of which is 
the general wartime state of mind and 
mode of response of older people. Older 
people have decided responsibility in 
this matter. ~ 

While there is an inclination on the 
part of many people to resort to au- 
thoritation methods of dealing with 
young people—and even in educational 
circles there is some inclination to move 
in that direction—this attitude is largely 
the residue of an older attitude and the 
influence of regimentation as found in 
the armed forces. Educational and psy- 
chological studies of recent years show 
no justification for departure from the 
sound procedures of guidance, educa- 
tion, and discipline at which we have 
arrived as a result of years of experi- 
mentation, observance, and study. Ar- 
bitrary use of authority is not likely to 
be a very great help. 

In addition to all that schools, 
churches, and other community agen- 
cies can do by way of recreational 
facilities, training, personal counseling, 
and activities, our churches need to 
teach and counsel parents for wise, 
educational, friendly, inspiring guid- 
ance of their own boys and girls. Of 
course, there must always be a back- 
ground of some authority in the home, 
but it will be found most valuable when 
used in harmony with other methods. 
If we make our homes the interesting, 
wholesome, friendly, spiritual places 
that they can and ought to be, our 
problems will be very much reduced, 
We must help young people to become 
self-directive in a Christian way. 

While the total number of boys and 
girls getting into trouble is large, the 
proportion is very small. C. P. Taft 
reports that the most offensive type of 
girl offender who gets into trouble with 
the police represents only one out of 
1,700 girls. 
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A GOOD CONVENTION 


South Carolina's 120th Meeting Showed Ample 


Capacity for Coming Events 


By WYNNE C. BOLIEK 


(L. to r.} Secretary W. H. Greever and President Franklin C. Fry of the ULCA; President 
Karl W. Kinard, Statistical Secretary W. H. Lefstead, and Recording Secretary Carl B. 


Caughman of the South Carolina Synod 


A Rare treat for any synod in the 
United Lutheran Church in America 
was enjoyed by all attending the re- 
cent meeting of the Synod of South 
Carolina. This came through the pres- 
ence and participation in the program 
by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president 
of the ULCA, and Dr. W. H. Greever, 
secretary of the ULCA. Dr. Fry came 
as the official representative; the first 
synodical meeting he attended in such 
a capacity since taking office. Dr. 
Greever came as a member of the 
synod. He has attended every conven- 
tion of this body except one since be- 
coming a member well over thirty 
years ago. These “top” officials of the 
Church contributed much to the very 
fine program for this convention. 

The “Southerners” constituting this 
synod were on the job to take full ad- 
vantage of the presence of these ca- 
pable and consecrated leaders, and saw 
to it that the most was made of this 
opportunity. Dr. Fry delivered the ser- 
mon at the opening service, gave an 
address Tuesday evening, made the of- 
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ficial presentation of the work of the! 
Church Wednesday morning, and was 
the speaker at a special banquet pro- 
gram Wednesday. He was also asked 
to answer questions and make com- 
ments during the regular sessions. His 
responses were of the highest order 
and were received with appreciation... 

Dr. Greever served as chaplain for 
the convention, and his counsel and 
advice were sought frequently. His 
messages were a real Spiritual feast, 
provoking serious thinking and deep 
searching of the heart. 

This 120th annual convention was 
held in Ebenezer Church, Columbia, 
Dr. Charles E. Fritz pastor, February 
6-8. 

Among the features of the conven- 
tion were the following: the treasurer 
reported payment of 95 percent on ap- 
portionment by congregations and 64: 
percent on ULCA apportionment by- 
the synod; the full payment of the 
synod’s bonded debt for Newberry Col- 
lege, and reduction of the college debt: 
to approximately $20,000; the election 
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of a new statistical secretary, and a new 
treasurer; adoption of a new constitu- 
tion. 

The opening service with the Holy 
Communion was held Tuesday morning 
with the following ministers in charge: 
the Rev. Karl W. Kinard, president; 
the Rev. Carl B. Caughman, secretary; 
Dr. H. S. Petrea, statistical secretary; 
the Rev. F. W. Brandt, and Dr. E. Z. 
Pence. 


Elections 


Elections for officers and Executive 
Board include: the Rev. Carl B. Caugh- 
man, Columbia, secretary (re-elected) ; 
the Rev. W. H. Lefstead, Summerville, 
statistical secretary; Mr. J. B. Ballen- 
tine, Batesburg, treasurer. 

Executive Board: the Rev. Wynne C. 
Boliek, Columbia (three years); the 
Rey. Ben M. Clark, Walhalla (two 
years); the Rev. J. Emmet Roof, Poma- 
ria (one year); Mr. Barnwell Myers, 
Charleston (three years); Mr. N. E. 
Derrick, Columbia (two years); Mr. 
E. O. Hentz, Anderson (one year). Mrs. 
N. E, Derrick of Columbia was hon- 
ored by being the first woman elected 
_ to the Board of Trustees of Newberry 
College. During the past two years she 
has served as director-treasurer of the 
College Emergency Debt Retirement 
_ Appeal, and from July 1, 1943, suc- 
ceeded in reducing the debt from 
$68,000 to approximately $20,000 as re- 
ported at this convention. Dr. H. S. 
Petrea, Rock Hill, who has served the 
synod as statistical secretary for the 
past twenty-five years, asked that he 
be relieved of this office. He has been 
recognized as one of the outstanding 
synodical statisticians in the ULCA. 
Mr. R. Torrence, capable and efficient 
treasurer of the synod for sixteen 
years, likewise asked to be relieved of 
the duties of this office. 

Upon recommendation of President 
Kinard, Christ Church, Denny Terrace 
(near Columbia), was received into the 
synod. This congregation was organ- 
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ized last year. The Rev. J. Luther Bal- 
lentine, Blythewood, is serving as sup- 
ply pastor. 


Increased ULCA Apportionment 
Accepted 


After increasing amounts in several 
items of the budget, and considering 
the request of the ULCA for a 25 per- 
cent increase in apportionment, synod 
voted to ask a 25 percent increase on 
synodical apportionment from all the 
congregations for the year 1945. 

In adopting the revised constitution, 
the synod provided for the change of 
several committees to boards. These 
include the Executive Board, the Board 
of Home Missions, the Board of For- 
eign Missions, and the Board of Social 
Missions. New members on these will 
all be elected by the synod instead of 
having a part of them appointed as 
previously. This is in keeping with 
provision for “institutional” boards also. 

President Kinard welcomed the fol- 
lowing new members received since the 
last convention: the Revs. C. J. Rice, 
Paul G. McCullough, J. Kenneth Webb, 
Lester A. Wertz, C. E. Seastrunk. Also 
the following graduates of the seminary 
who have accepted calls in the synod: 
Richard Fritz, Charles Wessinger, and 
James T. Cobb. 

A special order for Thursday noon 
was the report of the Committee on 
Memoirs. This impressive service was 
in charge of the Rev. T. F. Suber, 
chairman. Dr. George J. Gongaware 
delivered an excellent memorial ad- 
dress. The service remembered espe- 
cially those who are in the service of 
our country. 


Twelve Chaplains 

President Kinard reported in full the 
activities of the year, showing progress 
in many congregations in improvements 
on church buildings and property, also 
preparations for future developments. 
He listed the twelve members of this 

(Continued on page 33) 
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MUSINGS OF 


HOMEWARD BOUND—Mrs. Lathrop has a Surprise 


WE came out of the Woman’s Club 
into the wintry darkness. 

“Now hold your horses, everybody, 
while I find the keys” Mrs. Benson 
fished rapidly through her “overstuffed 
handbag. “They are in here somewhere 
—though my husband says he doesn’t 
see how I find anything in this trunk.” 

“Tt’s as bad as mine.” I agreed. “But 
T need all of it, don’t you?” 

“Every bit—what with ration books 
and purse for red tokens, and—” 

“Tm frozen,” moaned Mrs. French. 
“Want me to help hunt those keys?” 

“Here they are! I knew they were 
in here. Hop in, Mrs. Lathrop. We can 
all sit in front as we did coming down, 
can’t we?” 

“That back seat would be a cold spot 
for anyone alone.” 

“Not me!” Mrs. French shivered. 
‘Tm going to sit in the middle.” 

“It’s not really cold, tonight,” ex- 
claimed Mrs. Benson in mock reproof. 
“Remember what we had last month. 
Compared with that, this is practically 
@ spring evening. - 

“And Easter is just around the cor- 
ner. Don’t I know it! I'm mm charge of 
the altar next month. Why didn’t some- 
one tell me that’s the month you change 
the altar hangings every couple of 
days? This is still new to me, you 
know.” 

“Now don’t pretend that you think 
you are still a new member after four 
years,” I teased. 

“Not a new member, but new to the 
Altar Guild. It takes time to learn the 

' fe points.” 

“Especially since we check and dou- 
ble check everything with that new 
book Mrs. Gerber got somewhere.” Mrs. 
Benson agreed. 

“Tf you mean The Altar Guild by 
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A MINISTER’S 


WIF d 


‘fy 
Menges, my husband ordered it for 
her from the Publication House?” os 

“Talking out of turn again! I'll never’ 
learn, will I?” 

“T hope not.” 

“The book itself is all right. I’ve jus’ 
been amused at the way she takes it as 
a sort of Bible and won't do a thing 
without looking it up first. It’s like’ 
carrying a copy of Emily Post to a re-) 
ception.” 

“That poor lecturer tonight looked 
bored to death with receptions, didn 
he?” 

“Didn’t he?” laughed Mrs. Frenchi 
“Tell me, am I really less intelligent 
than the other people there? or are al! 
those other Women’s Club members as 
hopelessly mixed up as I am?” 

“Are you hopelessly mixed up? She 
doesn’t look it; does she, Mrs. Lathrop?” 

“No, but I think I know how she 
feels. The more I read and the more 
I think about the post-war world, the 
more of a muddle it seems. Before 
World War II is over, we seem to have 
material for World Wars Il, IV and V’ 
waiting on the doorstep.” 

“You mean?—No, don’t tell me what 
you mean. I probably wouldn’t under~ 
stand it tonight anyhow.” 

“Anyone who could present that mis-- 
sionary topic for January the way your 
did!” said Mrs. Benson as she pulled up 
for the red light at Main Street. “It w 
one of the best we’ve had for ages.” 

“T was just parroting what was im 
the topic and some stuff I'd read. My 
trouble is that ’'m a good deal of a 
parrot. But when the people I want te 
quote don’t agree, it gets me in a fright— 
ful muddle. I’ve just finished Sumne 
Welles’ book, A Time for Decision, and 
he stresses over and over the impor-- 
tance of public opinion. It makes yous 
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feel so responsible—and so helpless.” 

“T feel that, too. I try to read what 
I can and listen to the radio when I 
have time, but I agree so thoroughly 
with what you said in your topic—when 
the clouds of war roll away, Christian- 
ity will be the stable factor in every 
nation. That’s why I like to work in 
the church. My efforts stand a better 
chance of surviving.” 

“But that’s what the monks and nuns 
did in the middle ages. They just went 
into the monasteries and forgot that 
civilization was crumbling around their 
ears. Oh! watch out-for that truck!” 

Mrs. Benson jammed on the brakes. 

“Where did he come from?” 

My heart gradually stopped doing 
handsprings, as the truck driver swore 
at us and went on. “No harm done!” 
I tried to sound gay, but my voice had 
a noticeable shake. I was glad when 
_we stopped at Mrs. French’s door and 
our farewells could cover up my 

trembling. 
- “That was close, wasn’t it?” Mrs. 
Benson let in the clutch. “Hereafter I 
shall talk nothing but the weather and 
my neighbors’ hats while I’m driving.” 

“My neighbors’ hats are something 
to talk about; but I shall resist.” 

“That's right! Mrs. Haines always 
manages to get herself up in something 
remarkable, doesn’t she?” 

“You know, I’m becoming very fond 
of her. Under that rough and ready 
exterior of hers, she has a heart of gold. 
And believe it or not, she’s shy.” 

“Shy!” 

“Yes, she is. A lot of her brusque 
manner comes from taking herself in 
hand and making herself talk!” 

“Then why doesn’t she take herself 
in hand and make herself stop?” 

“She can’t. Once she gets going, she’s 
afraid of the vacuum when her voice 
stops. I noticed it the other day after 
church. She was talking with a group 
of people—going on and on about 
Sandra and some experience of hers 
that the group weren’t interested in 
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hearing. Then all of a sudden she 
stopped and for a minute I thought she 
looked scared. She really did.” 

“You wouldn’t try to tell me that all 
big talkers are afraid to stop, would 
you? I’ve known too many different 
varieties.” 

“Laugh all you please, but you just 
notice and see-if I’m not.right.” 

“Right now I’m noticing my driving!” 

As we pulled up at our curb, the 
house was dark except for a light in the 
hall and one in Jerry’s third-floor study. 

“Looks as though your husband is 
burning the midnight oil.” 

“He needs to burn a little if he’s to 
have any sermons. His days are so 
filled with administrative and pastoral 
duties and his evenings with classes and 
meetings that the wee sma’ hours are 
the only times he has to himself to 
write.” 

“T think I have about as good an idea 
as anyone in the congregation about 
how much he has to do. And I’ve often 
wondered whether he thought it really 
repaid him to work on these classes for 
people transferring from other denom- 
inations?” 

“He thinks it speeds things up in the 
long run. People who haven’t been 
raised as Lutherans always have ques- 
tions to ask, sooner or later, about our 
ways of doing things. He thinks it helps 
to answer the questions first instead of 
last.” 

“Good night!” 

I found my doorkey with less dif- 
ficulty than Mrs. Benson had had with 
her car keys. I let myself in as quietly 
as possible, but not quietly enough. 
Mark whispered from the top of the 
stairs, “Mother! Guess what?” 

“Can’t imagine. What?” 

“T have something to show you.” 

“Soon as I hang up my coat. Now, 
let’s see whatever it is quickly. You 
won’t feel like school if you don’t get 
to sleep.” 

“T’m not going to school! I’ve got the 
measles.” 
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TEXTS AND COMMENTS 


ON GOD’S SIDE 

Read Ephesians 5: 1-9; Luke 11: 14-26. 

At the gate of the camp of the three 
million Israelites recently freed from 
Egyptian bondage stood Moses. Like 
the loftiest peak of Sinai, whence he 
had just descended from converse with 
Jehovah, he towered in spirit above his 
fellow tribesmen who danced in heathen 
orgies about the golden calf they had 
made their god. In righteous wrath 
flashed from his burning soul the 
piercing accusation and call to repent- 
ance: “Whoso is on Jehovah’s side, let 
him come unto me!” Said Jesus later, 
“Ye cannot serve God and mammon.” 
In the midst of His halting, inconsistent 
followers, Christ stands today with 
' wounded Spirit and calls upon the true 
Israel to remain firm in the faith. If on 
God’s side, quit compromising! 


He was casting out a demon that was 
dumb. Luke 11: 14. 

Curist Casts Out Demons. The 
water line was frozen and the plumber 
tinkered here and there to find the 
trouble, but in vain. “T’'ll get rid of it!” 
said the irritated housewife as she 
dashed a kettle of hot water on the 
descending pipe—and the water rushed 
through the spigot. Life may be rid of 
many of the little demons that block 
the way and vex the soul, by the sim- 
ple remedy of spiritual exorcism. In- 
action, indifference, coldness—all 
“dumb” spirits—may be cast out from 
one’s life by the positive application 
of God’s grace and His transforming 
love. Get at the source, in the hidden 
evils that lurk in the recesses of the 
soul! 


But if I by the finger of God cast out 
demons, then is the kingdom of God come 
upon you. Luke 11: 20. 


—By J. WILLIAM McCAULEY 


CHRISTIANITY IS AGGRESSIVE. When 
the rangers appeared suddenly within 
the concentration camp behind the 
enemy lines on Luzon, the startled 
guards and dazed prisoners knew some- 
thing remarkable had happened. No 
more amazing is the interposition of 
Providence on behalf of the oppressed 
in myriad instances and of the man- 
ifestation of the saving power of “the 
finger of God,” wherever His Kingdom 
comes. All demons must flee before the 
oncoming Christ and His positive agen- 
cies. 


Be ye therefore imitators of God, as 
beloved children. Ephesians 5: 1. 


Curistrans I[mitatE Gop. “Like 
father like son,” is an accepted adage. 
Yet in relationship with the heavenly 
Father, how unlike Him are the vast 
majority of His confessing “children”! 
As a discerning preacher admitted in a 
sermon on “Thus saith the Lord,” “I 
am a mixture of both good and evil”— 
for “to me who would do good, evil is 
present.” In a chaotic world, do we 
fail to speak our convictions for fear of .. 
“getting in wrong”’—and permit the 
pressure of worldly forces to prevail 
because of lack of opposition? Or do 
we unvaryingly proclaim, “Thus saith 
the Lord!” and be “imitators of God, as 
beloved children” in building brother- 
hood as in curbing evil? 


He that is not with me is against me. 
Luke 11: 23. 


NeurTrRALIty 1s ImpossrstE. Martin 
Luther said he would go on to Worms 
to face his accusers and almost certain 
martyrdom even though as many devils 
as tiles on the roofs were to oppose 
him. No neutrality was possible to such 
a man then nor later when he remained 
unshaken in his confession and said, 
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“Here I stand, I cannot do otherwise.” 
“With” or “against” is the alternative. 
No middle ground is permissible in the 
Kingdom of God any more than in the 
State. The vacant, indifferent soul in- 
vites to itself as into a haunted house 
“seven other spirits more evil” than 
the one cast out: and the last state of 
that man is worse than the first.” 


Walk in love, even as Christ also loved 
you and gave himself up for us, an offer- 
ing and a sacrifice to God for an odor of a 
sweet smell. Ephesians 5: 2. 

LovE PERVADES THE CHRISTIAN. The 
stench over the blood-drenched and 
ashes-strewn “field of horrors” in 
Poland where the Nazis executed un- 
known thousands of their victims will 
be transformed in time into a symbol of 
sacrifice for ideals. With even greater 


THE LAST WORDS OF 


It 1s an old saying that a man is 
known by the company he keeps, by 
the books he reads, by the money he 
spends—or does not spend—and no less 
so by the words he uses. The language 
which embodies the ideas and emotions 
of a great poet or thinker, though en- 
trusted to perishable material which 
the elements can easily destroy, is in- 
destructible; and when all else has 
turned to clay he will still rule in the 
hearts and minds of men. Who can 
gainsay the utterance that many of the 
men listed below are of those “immor- 
tal dead who live again in minds made 
better by their presence”? Their last 
words will ever remain as an index of 
their character. In some of them we 
hear the echoes of the poet Whittier: 

“I feel the earth move sunward, 

I join the great march onward, 

And take, by faith; while living, 

My freehold of thanksgiving.” 
while in a few others we note the tones 
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significance the infinite offering and 
sacrifice of God’s own Son on “the hill 
of skulls” has become as “an odor of a 
sweet smell” in heaven an@ among all 
who on earth have accepted His ideals 
and His salvation. Back of His sacrifice 
is love in limitless devotion that makes 
suffering endurable. Only a minority 
may make the supreme offering, but all 
may in the sacrificial spirit “walk in 
love’—even as Christ also loved us 
and leads in the way of “living sac- 
rifice.” 


“O Love, Who formedst me to wear 
The image of Thy Godhead here; 
Who soughtest me with tender care 
Through all my wanderings wild and 
drear; 
O Love, I give myself to Thee, 
Thine ever, only Thine to be.” Amen. 


NOTED MEN 


By ELMER SCHULTZ GERHARD 


of the poets of doubt, who hover be- 
tween two worlds: one dead and the 
other powerless to be born. 


Grorce WasHincton—when he felt 
his end approaching—said to Dr. Craik, 
his earliest companion in arms and his 
long and tried friend: “Doctor, I die 
hard, but I am not afraid to go.” And 
a little later: “It is well.” These were 
his last words. 


Ouiver CromweELt. After the execu- 
tion of Charles I, King of England 
(1649), there followed an Inter Regnum 
of eleven years, but the real ruler was 
Cromwell, who silenced all opposition 
with his terrible army. Finally, people 
became weary of Puritan strictness 
which rebuked their*innocent amuse- 
ments and also of the rule of a soldier. 
So his last days were full of gloom. His 
last words were: “My work is done!” 
and he uttered them in a tone of 
lamentation and resignation. 
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Tuomas Hossss, the English philos- 
opher and tutor of Charles II, King of 
England 1660-1685, was an avowed un- 
believer. At the approach of death he 
said: “I am now taking an awful leap 
in the dark.” 


Joun Knox, famous Scotch preacher 
and reformer, and staunch Calvinist, 
exclaimed just shortly before he 
breathed his last: “Live in Christ, live 
in Christ, and then the flesh will not 
fear death. 


Joun GREENLEAF Wuittier, the 
Quaker poet and Hebrew prophet, fin- 
ished his earthly career on a perfect 
summer’s day. His last words were so 
characteristic of him and so sincere. As 
“life’s little day was ebbing swiftly to 
its close,” he said with labored breath: 
“My—love—to—the—world!” 


4 Dantet Wesster, the American states- 
man, and one of the three great orators 
of all time, watched his dissolution with 
much interest. In fact, he frequently 
asked his physician whether he was still 
alive. Finding death surely approach- 
ing, he exclaimed: “Thank God, the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ brought life and 
immortality to ‘light; rescued it; brought 
it to light!” . 


ErHan Auuen, the hero of Ticon- 
deroga and Crown Point, was an unbe- 
liever. His only daughter was bewild- 
ered and distracted between the teach- 
ings of her father and those of her 
mother. Just shortly before the end 
came she asked whose teachings she 
should finally accept. In a tone of res- 
ignation he said: “You had better ac- 

_ cept those of your mother.” These are 
said to have been his last words. 


Henry IV, King of England (1399- 
1413), had thought toward the close of 
his life of reviving the Crusades for the 
conquest of Jerusalem, where, accord- 
ing to an old tradition, a prediction de- 
clared that he should die. But his 
Jerusalem was nearer than that of Pal- 
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estine. While praying at the tomb of 
Edward the Confessor in Westminster 
Abbey he was suddenly taken mortally 
ill, and was carried to an adjacent room. 
When he regained consciousness he in- 
quired where he was. On being told 
that the apartment was called the Jeru- 
salem Chamber, he exclaimed: “Praise 
be to God, then here I die.” 


GortuHE, the famous German poet and 
one of the greatest poets of modern 
times, was enjoying, during his final 
illness, the mountain air of Ilmenau. 
It seemed to afford him health and en- 
joyment. But by March 22, 1832, the 
end, now surely approaching, was 
awaited with silent anguish. His last 
audible utterance was: “Open the shut- 
ters; more light!” The final darkness 
grew apace, and he whose eternal long- 
ings had been for light, gave a pant- 
ing cry for it as he passed under the 
shadow of death, 


Lorp Netson, the great British Ad- 
miral, when mortally wounded in the 
Battle of Trafalgar (1805) exclaimed: 
“T have been a great sinner. Thank 
God, I have done my duty to my coun- 
try.” 


Natuan Hats, an American patriot, 
only twenty-one years old, was sent to 
spy on the British camps on Long Is- 
land. He passed the lines safely but 
on his way back a Tory relative rec- 
ognized him and caused his arrest. He 
was tried in Howe’s headquarters and 
executed as a spy. The British did not 
allow a clergyman to visit him; neither 
did they allow him the use of a Bible; 
they even destroyed his farewell let- 
ters to his mother and sister. But still 
not all this brutality could crush the 
noble spirit within him, for his last 
words were: “I regret that I have but 
one life to give to my country.” And 
these words have ever stood as a sym- 
bol of American patriotism. 


CuRISTOPHER CoLumBuUs had, at the 
end of his life, a vision totally different 
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from that of Thomas Hobbes, for he 
turned his thoughts heavenward and is 
said to have passed away on Ascension 
Day. His last words were: “Into Thy 
hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.” 


James A. GarFIELD, after two months 
of terrible suffering, occasioned by the 
assassin’s bullet of the stealthy and re- 
vengeful Guiteau, began to realize that 
he was slowly but surely dying, and 
said: “I am not afraid to die; I only 
want to meet all my family together.” 


JoNATHAN Epwarps, the noted Amer- 
ican divine and one of America’s great 
metaphysicians, bade farewell to his 
family, and then looked around and 
said: “Now, where is Jesus of Nazareth, 
my never-failing Friend?” And then 
slept the sleep which knows no awaken- 
ing. 

Witr1am McKintey, the third of our 
presidents to be shot down by an as- 
sassin, Leon Czolgosz, an anarchist, 
after eight days of intense suffering, 
finally said to his invalid wife: “God’s 
will be done, not ours.” 


Horace Mann was one of America’s 
greatest educators, and was foremost 
in all lines of popular educational re- 
form. He held many important posi- 
tions in his line in his native state of 
Massachusetts and elsewhere. His last 
position was that of president of 
Antioch College, Ohio. Here in June 
1859, he delivered the baccalaureate 
address, which ended in those oft- 
quoted words, “Be ashamed to die until 
you have won some victory for hu- 
manity.” This day gave him his death 
blow; he never recovered from its la- 
bors and excitement. His little remain- 
ing strength now rapidly ebbed away. 
When told he had only three hours to 
live, he exhorted all the people who 
filled his room to overflowing to lives 
of usefulness and duty. Then he turned 
to one of his close friends and said: 
“Preach God’s laws; preach them; 
preach them!” He died August 2, 1859. 
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BrretHoven—the famed German com- 
poser and one of the great composers 
of modern times, on receiving the last 
sacrament, said to the priest: “Rev- 
erend sir, I thank you. You have 
brought me consolation.” 


THomas ARNOLD, the great master of 
Rugby School, when he was told he 
was dying, had his wife read the Fifty- 
first Psalm to him. When she came to 
the twelfth verse, “O give me the com- 
fort of thy help again and establish me 
with thy spirit” (prayer book version), 
he repeated it fervently and remarked: 
“There can be no greater comfort to 
Christian people than to be made like 
unto Christ.” 


Wiuiam Pitt, Earl of Chatham, who 
was at least one friend the American 
colonies had in the British Parliament, 
said to the Bishop of Lincoln: “I have, 
as I fear is the case with others, neg- 
lected prayer too much to allow me to 
hope that it may be efficacious now. 
But I throw myself on the mercy of 
God through the merits of Christ.” 


Tuomas Cranmer, English reformer 
and Archbishop of Canterbury, was in- 
duced to sign a patent which settled the 
crown on Lady Jane Grey, excluding 
Mary and Elizabeth. He was committed 
to the Tower of London for treason, 
and was then tried for heresy and 
burned at the stake in 1556. He re- 
peated the words of the martyr Stephen: 
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit,” until 
the fury of the flames silenced him. 


Wooprow WILSON was a busy man. 
He did a prodigious amount of work 
in the time allotted him. The writer 
saw him many, many times, but he 
never saw him hurried; and yet he was 
always ready, always prepared, always 
there. Even in his final illness, when 
he was told that he had but a very 
short time to live, he looked at his 
physician with that steely glint in his 
eye so characteristic of him, and said: 
“T am ready.” 
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In the Shadow of 

Westminster Abbey 
(Continued from page 9) 

were made, not even a subscription to 


any of our American Lutheran publica- 
tions. 


America's Aid Needed 

The work in Lord North Street de- 
pends upon the aid of the non-Lu- 
theran people of England. Lord North 
Street has been called Little Downing 
Street because its two blocks contain, 
in addition to this alien Institute, the 
homes of Sir John Anderson, Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer; Mr. Brendan 
Bracken, Minister of Information; and 
several other prominent members of 
His Majesty’s Government. 

We Lutherans have done great things 
Aor our men and women in the armed 
‘services and for orphaned missions 
around the world, but we have fre- 
quently held our refugee brethren at 
arm’s length and we have done nothing 
to help “re-stock” the sadly depleted 
ranks of German pastors. It is quite 
true that Germany’s supply of ministers 
can only be replenished from within 
the nation, and that any attempt on our 
part to dispatch “missionaries” would 
be both unwise and unwelcome. Never- 
theless there will be room for a chosen 
few who have lived through the course 
of World War II on the side of the 
United Nations. Such leaven is essen- 
tial. Interpreters—in the largest sense 
—are indispensable. 

British Christians by the hundreds 
are volunteering as emissaries to cross 
into Germany as soon as possible. Very 
few of them will ever get there. Even 
the German exiles who are preparing 
themselves at the Wistow Training 
Center under Pastor Schweitzer for 
eventual service in the home country 
realize that it may never be possible 
for them to return. All are waiting to 
find out what has really happened in- 
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side Germany during the last five years. 
Yet, they do not wish to be found un- 
prepared for possible opportunities. 
All peace plans are contingent. The 
little acorn of London’s German semi- 
nary may rot... or it may grow into an 
oak. A few week’s after the dedication 
a robomb droned over the Institute and 
burst close by, shattering every window 
and showering a class with plaster and 
glass. The “eyes” of the house. are 
gone but its Christian vision remains. 


A Problem of Proportions 
(Continued from page 13) 
required in many cases, and this aid 

must come from our friends. 

Building operations have slowed 
down considerably; not only on account 
of wartime restrictions, but due also to 
widespread migrations from the farm- 
ing districts to the industrial centers. 
People are at sea, not knowing how 
present conditions will be affected by 
readjustments after the war. Only one 
church building has been completed 
during the past year, that at Connells 
Creek, Saskatchewan, for which Grace 
Lutheran Sunday School, Kenosha, 
Wis., has supplied the funds; another 
project at Noral, Alberta, for which 
Reformation Church, Detroit, Mich., 
had provided funds, was dropped, when 
the community built a school house, 
which this small congregation can use 
for its services. At Tisdale, Saskatche- 
wan, a basement was built and material 
for a church building was purchased 
with funds provided by a fine Christian 
woman, eighty-two years of age. The 
material has been stored on the ground 
for use as soon as the winter loosens its 
grip. At Dominion City, Manitoba, near 
the International Boundary, the peo- 
ple lost heart when a large part of their 
harvest was destroyed by the floods last 
fall, and postponed building indefinitely. 
With the ending of the war, when more 
stable conditions return, a normal de- 
velopment will be possible again. 
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How Can It Be? 
By ELDA SWENSON COLE, 


Trauger, Pa. 


O Curtst, Thou art so dear to me; 
Yet there are those who only use 
Thy name in vile profanity. 
How can it be 

They have no love for Thee 

Who died so shamefully for them 
Upon the tree? 


O God, Thou art so kind to me; 

Yet there are those who have no praise 
For Thee in their gratuity. 

How can it be E 

They have no thanks for Thee 

Who died so cruelly for them 

Upon the tree? 


O Lord, Thou art so great to me; 

Yet there are those who have no thought 
Of Thee in their wild gaiety. 

How can it be 

They have no time for Thee 

Who died so willingly for them 

Upon the tree? 


O Holy One, I love Thee now; 

Yet there are times when I am weak 
And see Thee not on Calvary. 

Let it not be 

That I shall fail Thee too 

Who died:so faithfully for me 

Upon the tree. 


He Lives! 


By N. WILLISON, 
Saskatoon, Sask., Canada 


Hap they forgotten what He said 
To them at Bethany 

Ere He, who had been four days dead, 
Stept forth, alive and free? 


‘T am the Resurrection; Life! 
He, who on me believes, 

Though in his body death be rife, 
Through me new life receives, 
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“He, who through life believes on me, 
Shall live and never die!” 

What light on immortality 
Bursts from the opened sky! 


Why had they doubted He would rise 
Who life to others gave? 

Behold He lives! No body lies 
Henceforth in Joseph’s grave! 


He lives! He lives Who once was dead! 
The Father proves Him true! 

His Cross and all the words He said 
Avail for me and you! 


The Cross 


By SISTER FRIDA WENTE, 


Mary J. Drexel Motherhouse, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


THE cross once so despised, 
Now lifted to the skies, 

A triumph o’er the grave; 

Is Jesus’ sign alone. 

On it His blood atoned 
From death mankind to save. 


The cross Christ’s sign alone, 
Let all His followers own. 
Praise Him with one accord. 
There is no other Name 
Which can salvation claim 
Than Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Preach Jesus crucified, 

By God raised from the dead, 
And made the cornerstone. 
On this foundation build 

All prophecies fulfilled 

By Jesus Christ alone. 


Then conquer in this sign, 
Your Lord in love divine 
Will help send from above. 
His banner float afar 
Where’er ye Christians are; 
Proclaim His saving love. 
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otoss the Desk 


INTRODUCING consideration of the re- 
lation of cause and effect, but having 
in mind their inversion, we suggest an 
illustration which we owe to a friend of 
ours. The newspaper clipping (Wall 
Street Journal) reads: 

He: “Well, how do you like the ball 
game?” 

She: “Isn’t that pitcher grand? He 
hits their bats no matter how they hold 
them.” 


CHAPLAINS AND SERVICE CENTERS 

Tue question is not infrequent—How 
many Lutheran chaplains are now in 
service. According to the report re- 
ceived by the National Lutheran Coun- 
cil at its meeting a month ago the an- 


swer is: 
Army Navy Total 


United Lutheran  ...nccus 185 91 276 
Total National 

Lutheran Council ........ 871 172. 548 
Missouri Synod. oncom 213) 115224 
Grand Totals’ \..camwsas 584 183 767 


The above covers only Lutheran pas- 
tors who hold the government’s com- 
missions. In addition are the clergy- 
men who are giving full time to Service 
Centers. They number 44. Additional 
are 37 Service Centers to which pastors 
are giving part-time work. 

Dr. N. M. Ylvisaker reporting for the 
Service Commission of the National 
Lutheran Council stated that “more 
than half of the nearly 800 chaplains 
representing the Lutheran Church in 
our armed forces are now in overseas 
combat zones—very many of them in 
the Pacific area known to us previously 
only because of the reports of a hand- 
ful of consecrated men and women 
dedicated to the foreign mission activ- 
ities of our church, 
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CONVENTIONS THAT ARE NEEDED 

Tue LuTHerAN is aware of the decla- 
ration issued by authority of the Of- 
fice of Defense Transportation (ODT), 
which recommends omission of conven- 
tions during the year 1945. The reason 
given is the burden resting on railroads, 
ships, buses, and trucks, by which mil- 
itary purposes must be served. It is 
reported that the war effort needs the 
total facilities of the means of travel 
and transportation, which justifies the 
cancellation temporarily of unnecessary 
visiting and routine meetings. 

The regulation is a legitimate one, 
and no good citizen or group of citizens 
will refuse obedience ,to its objective 
and spirit. But in our opinion there 
must be a degree of elasticity in its ap- 
plications. There are, for example, cor- 
porate enterprises to which the state is 
a party through provisions in their 
charters and which are legally main- 
tained only by meetings of their di- 
rectors at such times as are specified in 
their constitutions or by-laws. 

Speaking only for the United Lu-’' 
theran Church in America and its con- 
stituent synods, each of which functions 
in accordance with duly granted char- 
ters, no auxiliary or temporary substi- 
tute for their conventions has been au- 
thorized, Officers, boards, committees, 
contracts, and the continuity of activ- 
ities are “in view of” the meetings held 
annually, or biennially, as the several 
constitutions provide. 

We do not contend that the omission 
of a convention would be fatal to these 
organizations; but the effect would be 
injurious not only to them but to the 
war effort also. 

So far as we know, no guarantee of 
transportation is asked of railroads or 
other agencies of travel for these synod 
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meetings. Our pastors and lay dele- 
gates, who are the corporate represen- 
tatives, make the trips to and from the 
place of assembling “at their own risk.” 

We further hold that our conventions 
since 1941, and inclusive of those which 
will occur in 1945, definitely contribute 
to the needs of our nation now and fol- 
lowing the war effort. Next to the fam- 
ilies of the service people, the churches 
on the home front to which they belong 
have followed them by letters, lit- 
erature, and prayers. Their welcome 
home and the readjustments to civilian 
life are subjects to which consideration 
is being given at this year’s conventions. 
Thereby individual parish activities 
are organized and employed so that the 
church in its entirety speaks with 
greatly increased effectiveness. 

To deprive these synods of the ad- 
vantages of meeting does not contribute 
to the war effort; in fact, it subtracts 
valuable additions to the zeal of those 
in the nation’s military service. And 
beyond what is now in operation lies 
the sincere interest’ of the churches in 
reconstruction and rehabilitation when 
the service folk are again in their home 
communities. The government will not 
wisely debar itself of the corporate as- 
sistance of our ecclesiastical bodies. 


PRINCIPLES INVOLVED 


Tue evidence is ample to prove that 
great principles become known by their 
adoption by great persons. In the 
United States, where the birthdays. of 
George Washington and Abraham Lin- 
coln are annually celebrated, these 
men’s opportunities to achieve great- 
ness occurred when and because they 
discerned two primary human objec- 
tives and boldly championed them. It 
might be said that others their equals 
in intellect, and certainly in culture, 
never came into public attention be- 
cause they never had an occasion for 
proportionately needed services. 

It is also true that a moral element 
is always a factor in the enduring 
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greatness to which some men and 
women attain. Perhaps the implication 
of goodness is what distinguishes an 
abstraction from the truths that are 
declared and defended by labor and 
amid dangers. Why else do we distin- 
guish prominent persons as noted or as 
notorious? 

It becomes increasingly evident that 
the basic doctrine of Nazism is morally 
unsound. The courage of the misguided 
multitudes who have championed Hit- 
lerism in Germany was misapplied. Its 
final defeat demonstrates on the great- 
est scale to which human loyalties have 
ever ascended that their choice involved 
a moral fallacy to which force and fear 
for a time give authority. But an evil 
cannot endure. Either it overreaches 
its strength by its ambitions and is 
crushed from without, or it is attacked 
from within by decay and collapses. 

Only if the principles of freedom and 
democracy could be proven false and 
immoral, would the esteem in which 
Washington and Lincoln are held come 
to an end. At least the present war, 
and in some respects its predecessor, 
give perpetuity to their memories be- 
cause that for which they contended 
was again victorious over false doctrine. 


"ESPECIALLY" OUR OWN 


Durinc the coming months many ap- 
peals will reach church folk in general 
and ministers in particular, which have 
a basis entitling them to regard and to 
responses “according to our ability.” 

But the “priority” must be recog- 
nized of activities which have been for- 
mally considered and adopted as the 
program of our congregations, synods, 
the ULCA, and the National Lutheran 
Council. Many of these endeavors are 
carried over from the past and are re- 
quired to insure future vigor. To 
abandon them in order to underwrite 
some new and less relevant undertak- 
ing is contrary to Paul’s admonition, 
“Especially unto them who are of the 
household of the faith.” 
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THE CHURCH SCHOOL LESSON 


MORE ABOUT HUMAN VALUES hy Nathan X. Melhorn 


Jesus’ Teachings About Children, Rich Rulers, and Stewardship 
St. Matthew, Chapter 19. Sunday School Lesson for March || 


Tue perfection of Jesus invites an unlimited number of “points of view” in man’s 
contemplation of His Messianic,ministry. In none of these is the infinite objective of 
His mission obscured, but in every interpretation of His words the “personal” limita- 
tions of the human observer become apparent. The above 3 is written as a sort of warning 


to our readers and as a refuge of the 
writer. We are about to claim on the basis 
of what the believer reads in the nine- 
teenth chapter of St. Matthew’s Gospel, 
that Jesus is therein revealed as the di- 
vine economist. He discussed values and 
classified stewardship from the point of 
view of a realm that is eternal: that is, as 
the kingdom of God implies them. 


The Measurement of a Child 


Item one in this nineteenth chapter deals 
with the much discussed subject of divorce 
and culminates in what the church lov- 
ingly emphasizes, the blessing of little chil- 
dren. Our Lord approves all the sympathy 
and all the sentiment which the helpless- 
ness and receptivity of a child excite, but 
in the background of the teaching is the 
everlastingness of every babe, and the 
consequent title to God’s care and to re- 
gard for that unbreakable covenant rela- 
tionship between the one man and the one 
woman who are the child’s father and 
mother. The nearest thing to a creative 
arrangement in all human experience is 
the endowment bestowed upon human be- 


ings to beget not only mankind’s material 


bodies and the temporal faculties of intel- 
lect, but from the same arrangement comes 
the spirit over which natural death has no 
dominion. It is this power to continue the 
spiritual element in man, that gives pe- 
culiar sacredness to the marital relation- 
ship. 


Whose is Property 
_ The second item for which St. Matthew 
has given us the Lord’s teaching is an in- 
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cident of very definite character. The con- 
versation is related of a young man who 
evidently was sincerely impressed by the 
authority of Jesus when He answered 
questions addressed to Him. The narra- 
tive’s implications enable us to describe 
this particular inquirer. He was a person 
of good reputation among his neighbors. 
He was a young man but he had given 
thought to the relation of good conduct to 
eternal life. Furthermore, perhaps finally, 
“he had great possessions.” It is not probable 
that many rich people sought seriously to 
learn “what good things” must be done 
that they “might have eternal life.” Jesus 
gave this visitor an opportunity to indicate 
by his questioning his desire to know and 
then advised him—“If thou wilt be per- 
fect, go and sell what thou hast and give 
to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure 
in heaven; and come and follow me.” One 
never omits coupling with this narrative 
Matthew’s account of what Jesus said later 
to the disciples, “a rich man shall hardly 
enter into/ the kingdom of heaven. And 
again I say unto you, it is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle 
than for a rich man to enter into the king- 
dom of God.” 


What Men Call Riches 

Human controversy from the period of 
Cain and Abel to the era of Stalin can be 
logically articulated with this direction of 
Jesus to the rich young ruler. The con- 
duct of the rich in oppressing the poor, 
the political agitation which seeks to es- 
tablish some system for the redistribution 
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of wealth or of the profits derived from 
ithe estate of being rich, have been pre- 
~} sented as resting on the will of God. Some 
ingenious evasions have been proposed, 
‘one of these being the reference to the 
‘gate in the walls of Jerusalem through 
‘which a camel could pass, if unloaded, A 
“usual” observation is that “some rich 
.}men” get through by exceptional employ- 
‘ment of their wealth for the general good. 

Rigid interpretations have been the jus- 
tification for hermitage and for the monas- 
_| tie system of living, but neither of these is 
consistent with the high level of our Lord’s 
revelation. The hermit is completely selfish 
and the kind of poverty endorsed by the 
monastic life is one by which private title 
is merged into the procural of great means 
by a company, each of whom is a bene- 
ficiary of production. 

The obvious basis for what Jesus made 
plain in His interview was the actual lodg- 
ment of ownership of wealth. All that we 
have belongs to God. In His name alone 
is all management. The danger of wealth 
is its nearly universal employment for sel- 
fish purposes. The present effort of the 
Church to teach the sort of stewardship 
that God directs and blesses seeks to ap- 
praise values on the basis of the use to 
which God-made but humanly employed 
possessions are put. 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 


March 5-11 
The Rich Young Ruler, bevels! 19; 16-22, 
Treasures in Heaven. Matthew 6: nthe 


Treasures on Earth. I Timoth 6: 9-19 
. Poor Though Rich. Luke 12: 13-21. 
Rich Though Poor. Il Corinthians 6: 1-10, 
. Following Christ. Luke 9: 57-62 
Our Father's World. Psalm 50: 7-15. 
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Awards for Perfect 


Attendance 


North Tonawanda, N. Y. Grace Sunday 
school rewarded 61 members for perfect 
attendance at the sessions during the year 
1944. The member receiving the highest 
honor was the superintendent, Mr. Louis 
A. Wilke, who has a perfect record for 
thirty-nine years. Mrs. Donald Graf was 
given a twenty-year numeral for her hus- 
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band, Sergeant Donald Graf, and Mrs. Earl 
Graf an eighteen-year award for her hus- 
band, Corporal Earl Graf, both of whom 
are serving their country on foreign soil. 
The only family in the school having a 
perfect attendance were Mr. and Mrs. 
Lynn Ferris, their son and daughter, who 
received annual awards. 

The missionary objective for 1945 in this 
school of the congregation of which the 
pastor is the Rev. Hermann B. Miller, will 
be Chateau Margoyt congregation in Brit- 
ish Guiana. 


Satan Whispers, “Impossi- 


ble!” The Christian, “All 


y" 


Things are Possible! 


A GENERAL hush fell over the pastors of 
the California Synod who assembled in the 
First English Lutheran Church, Los 
Angeles, Calif., January 23-25, 1945. 

Men from every corner of the synod 
came for the retreat held in connection 
with the inauguration of California’s first 
full-time president, Dr. James Prince 
Beasom. 

In connection with the report of the 
Stewardship Committee during a period of 
committee studies, an announcement was 
made that the California Synod had not 
only attained the record of remitting more 
than 100 percent on apportionment, as it 
did last year, but that 100 percent of the 
congregations sent in 100 percent or more 
on the 1944 apportionment. 

The credit for this attainment goes to 
every pastor of all of our forty churches. 
As the chairman of the Stewardship Com- 
mittee, I wish these pastors to know that 
I am proud of them, each and every one. 
And it is our sincere prayer that this ac- 
complishment shall not only add to our 
deep humility with the knowledge that 
with God all things are possible, but that 
what has been accomplished will serve as ° 
an encouragement to all others who are 
earnestly striving in the same direction. 

Apert B, Scowerrz, Chairman, 
Stewardship Committee, California Synod. 
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THE YOUNG PEOPLE 


WE SUFFER WITH CHRIST—! Peter 4:12-16 


Days of terrible persecutions were about 
to dawn on the early church. Peter can 
see clearly the increasing distrust with 
which the Christians were tolerated in the 
Roman Empire. There may be some dif- 
ferences of opinion as to which persecu- 
tions specifically called for this epistle. 
Whether in the reign of Nero, Domitian or 
Trajan, the result in pain and suffering 
would be the same. Peter himself was to 
suffer and die. The important thing was 
that each Christian should be forewarned 
and should know where to turn for the 
“mighty fortress” in which to make his 
loyal stand. 

Peter began with the sufferings of Christ. 
His faith centered in Christ. He person- 
ally knew the forgiving love of Christ. 
Shame filled his heart as he remembered 
the cowardly turncoat, who was Peter. On 
the very night that Judas had betrayed 
his Lord, he also had denied Him. Yet 
Christ had reclaimed Him and now he no 
longer feared. So he would have all Chris- 
tians know the strength Christ made avail- 
able through His suffering and death. 


The Mind-armour 

“Arm yourselves with the same mind,” 
said Peter (4: 1). Long before Jesus had 
said: “In the world ye shall have tribula- 
tion; be of good cheer, I have overcome 
the world.” (John 16:33.) To think 
straight about trouble and suffering is to 
think as Christ did. He never did promise 
that His disciples would float to the skies 
“on flowery beds of ease.” 

To don this mind-armour requires 
* knowledge of the Gospels. It is there we 
can discover Christ's thoughts. We go into 
panic because we try to reason our way 
through life. The resources are not within 
us for meeting such trials as these Chris- 
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mind, 


"Not Strange" 


long ago at the Northfield Summer Con- 
ferences. He had a_ delightful Scotch 
brogue, a rich sense of humor, and an un- 
limited fund of illustrations from his ex- 
perience. He made many difficult pas~ 
sages from God's word live, for he was ar 
outstanding Biblical scholar. 
Speaking on our scripture lesson he said 
“Do not arm yourselves as I, Peter, once 
did, with a sword, but arm yourselves 
with Christ’s mind to suffer. Surely the 
point is that suffering is such an admit~ 
tedly repellent thought to the natural mince 
that only the armour of a spiritual min 
on the subject of suffering can combat it 
Besides, the flesh wars against the Spirit 
hence Peter's shrill battleery—Arm! Ane) 
now a very natural thing happens. Having 
so armed his readers with this mind- 
armour, Peter at once calls on them te 
use it. ‘Think it not strange,’ says he 
‘concerning the fiery trial which is to try 
you, as though some strange thing hap- 
pened to you.’ What is the use of mind- 
armour if we think suffering strange?” 
Suffering is not more strange than the 
whole life program of Jesus. In fact, i) 
becomes inevitable when the Jesus way o7 
life is undertaken in a hostile world, “Nov] 
to be served, but to serve,” as a life pure Lut, 
pose, is foolishness to the world. Humility, Moy 
seems weakness, and plenty of worldlingy 
will be glad to take advantage of it, Purity 
and popularity are not always comrades: 
The hero who dares to stand with the weal 
against the strong, who dares to challenge 
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popular opinion, whose conscience is not 
for sale at any price, will know the fires 
‘of persecution. The strange thing is that 
we get along so easily in this world. 


With Christ 

' Putting on the mind-armour of Christ 
‘means coming very close to Him. It must 
‘be forged on Calvary, this armour, for it 


sh} is there that Christ identified Himself with 


us and died, the just for the unjust. So 
closely did He tie Himself to us by the 
‘cross that we know there is no ,trial so 


i great that He has not been through. He 
wk| was tried in all points, like as we. He of- 
m+| fers to share our lives so fully that we 
ich} may realize the meaning of His promise, 


‘| “Lo, I am with you alway.” 


These early Christians walked bravely 


-/into the arenas to be the playthings of 


wild beasts and the entertainment of 
wilder men, because they did not walk 
alone. Unseen, but real, Christ walked 
with them. And it is still as true. When 
we stand for the right we may know that 
we never stand alone. The world will be 


+} amazed at our courage. But it will not be 


iid} strange to us who have accepted Christ’s 


thinking as ours, His life purpose for ours. 
Then we are Christ’s and He will care for 
His own. 

* " * * 


To Lrapers: Topic date, March 11, Next 


.| topic, “The Source of Strength.” 


Pre-Lenten Retreat Held at 
Chicago Seminary 


Tue Chicago Lutheran Theological 
Seminary in Maywood, Ill., endeared her- 
self to about 100 Lutheran pastors and 
students Wednesday, February 7, in pro- 
viding a deep devotional period, together 
with one of inspiration and insight into 
Luther’s preaching on the Seven Last 
Words on the Cross. The spirit of Lu- 
theran Unity was manifested in the serv- 
ice of the Holy Communion when Lu- 
therans other than ULCA pastors com- 
muned as one family at the Lord’s Table, 

President Foelsch gave the devotional 


February 28, 1945 


message, stressing the message of Isaiah 
for these times as given in this summary, 
“For thus saith the Lord God, the Holy 
One of Israel; in returning and rest shall 
ye be saved; in quietness and confidence 
shall be your strength: and ye would not.” 
Isaiah 30: 15. Professor Davis presented 
Luther's interpretation of the Seven Last 
Words on the Cross. He had made a pro- 
found study of many of Luther's sermons 
in the language in which they were writ- 
ten, Our souls were stirred and our hearts 
and minds enlightened, Professor Sittler 
selected a fitting choral for each Word, 
Pau K, Norpsmx, 


Dr. Clarence C. Stoughton 
Stewardship Secretary 


(Continued from page 2) 
Movement has long done for the United 
Lutheran Church,” 

The resolution adopted by the Executive 
Committee of the Laymen’s Movement for 
Stewardship reads: “That Dr, Clarence C. 
Stoughton be elected as executive secre- 
tary of the Laymen’s Movement in suc- 
cession to Mr, Arthur P, Black.” 

Dr. Stoughton was born in Rochester, 
N. Y., in 1895. He is a graduate of the 
University of Rochester, His Master's de- 
gree was granted by Columbia University 
in 1922. He has been a member of the 
faculty of Wagner College, Staten Island, 
New York, since 1919. He became pres~- 
ident of that institution in 1935 after serv- 
ing as dean for two years, The college has 
gained wide distinction under his admin- 
istration, 

Dr. Stoughton’s office as stewardship 
secretary of the ULCA will be in the 
Lutheran Charch House, 231 Madison Ave- 
nue, New York City, Wagner College sur- 
renders him to the larger field of duty 
with the regret which is proportionate to 
his services on Staten Island but with good 
wishes for the work which his new and 
highly important position involves, In 
these good wishes the United Synod of 
New York and the United Lutheran 
Church in America sincerely join, 
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Lutheran Classic Put Into English After Four Centuries 


The Loci Communes of Philip Melanchthon. 


274 pages. $3. 


An EncuisH translation of Melanchthon’s Loci is surely welcome news. 
has done more than that; he has written a biographical sketch of Melanchthon, an esti} 


Translated by Charles Leander Hill. Meadoi 


Dr. 


mate of his influence, and a history of his Loci. The introduction was written by Deay 


E. E. Flack of Hamma Divinity School. 


The translation, done in fluent English, is basedsupon careful research both in thil 
country and abroad. To those unfamiliar with Latiri it makes available Melanchthon’) 
little book of doctrine which in 1521 made such a great impression. Luther’s superlative 


praise and its extensive use are sufficient to indicate its fame. 


Plain Speech 


| Crucified the Lord. By R. R. Belter. 
theran Literary Board. 124 pages. $1. 


Lu- 


THis new book offers to ministers and 
laymen alike a series of forty Lenten med- 
itations. Its language is plain; its theology 
is biblical and conservative and best un- 
derstood by Lutherans. While the medita- 
tions are short, many valuable lessons are 
deduced from the Lenten text and Pas- 
sion story and applied to everyday living. 

Dr. Belter uses personal appeal and per- 
sonal approach in vivid language. The 
characters in the Passion story are time- 
less representatives not just of the Jewish 
people but of humanity. They are our 
representatives. It is a plain book for 
plain people. 

The author is pastor of Bethany Church, 
Burlington, Iowa, and president of the 
Wartburg Synod. F. W. OTTen. 


Understanding the Jew 
Germany's Stepchildren. 
The Jewish Publication 
298 pages. $3.00. 
Memeers of a church which spoke with 
one voice against anti-Semitism at its last 
convention should take more than pass- 
ing notice of this book written with re- 
strained feeling and in flowing language 
by the chairman of the German Depart- 
ment of the City College of New York. 
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By Solomon Liptzin. 
Society of America. 


Wittarp D. ALLBECK 


Solomon Liptzin has produced a cultura: 
history of the intellectual Jews of Ger- 
many during the last two centuries with 
the poise of a faithful historian and thy 
insight of a skilled literary critic. Hu 
epitomizes the lives and opinions of many 
amazing personalities; the leitmotif is the 
“tragic duality” of German and Jew, “twe 
souls within a single breast.” Bibliographic 
notes and a biographical index are ope 
invitations to careful reading. . 

By the close of the Seven Years’ War 
the cultural isolation of the ghetto mil- 
lenium broke down and a handful oF 
wealthy Jews rose to social eminence ir 
the salons of Prussia. Later, such a “veri-- 
table epidemic of baptism swept the Jew-- 
ish communities” that rulers took steps to 
stem the tide of conversions which threat— 
ened to deprive the state treasuries of spe- 
cial tax levies placed upon Jews! But as- 
similation and nationalism did not remove 
the tension experienced by sensitive Jews 
and the “tragic duality” persisted. 

Germany’s Stepchildren contains succinct 
biographies of brilliant men and women, 
a record of the rise of Zionism, appraisals 
of the modern creative philosophy of a 
“remnant people—the sole tribe in the 
western world,” the course of the renas- 
cence of a minority with a cultural will- 
to-live. Lutherans will be interested in 
the quotation from A. E. Rolvaag which 
approves cultural pluralism as opposed to 
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“the idea of the melting-pot.” Here are ex- 
posed questions yet to receive final an- 
swers from Jew, from Germany, and from 
the world! L. Raupu 'Tasor. 


Timeless Treatise 


The Angel of Peace. By John Amos Come- 
nius. Ed, by Milos Safranek. Pantheon, Eng- 
lish-Latin edition. 127 pages, $2. 

Tus is the treatise of the great Czech 
humanist and educator Comenius (1592- 
1670) addressed to the English and Dutch 
peace ambassadors assembled in the an- 
cient city of Breda at the conclusion of 
the second war for commercial supremacy 
between Great Britain and the Nether- 
lands. 

The treatise, though wearisome reading 
in the early sections, is nevertheless a 
careful exposition of the Christian prin- 
ciples that should motivate peace emis- 
saries from nations called Christian in the 
establishment of an enduring international 
peace, 

_ The treatise was ignored by those to 

whom it was addressed, and that is not to 
be wondered at when we recall the de- 
bacle two and a half centuries later at 
Versailles, where the peace emissaries 
gave the suave brush-off to Woodrow 
Wilson’s Christian principles for a per- 
manent peace, 

All of which leads one to wonder 
whether the principles of Comenius will 
receive a different reception at the World 
War II peace conference than it did at 
Breda? His treatise has been rightly called 
timeless, which is hardly to be interpreted 
as being held in a state of suspended an- 
imation for an eternity ere its principles 
are taken seriously. Harry J. Kremer. 


Beautiful Bible 


The Book of Books. Edited by Wilbur Owen 
Sypherd, Knopf. 448 pages. $3. 

Tus is an abridgment of the King James 
Version, with extensive editorial com- 
ments addressed to youthful readers, The 
book was designed and illustrated by W. A. 
Dwiggins, one of America’s foremost artists. 
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Foremost Jewish Novelist 
Proclaims Christian Faith 


Botwoon Heaven and Earth, By Franz Werfel. 
Philosophical Library. 252 pages. $3. 

Franz Wurvres is widely known as a play- 
wright and novelist; in this book he ap- 
pears in the role of philosopher, moralist, 
and defender of religion. His background 
is Kuropean—born in Prague, educated in 
Leipzig. A refugee from Austria and later 
from France, he has been residing in 
America during recent years. 

While he was still living in Europe, he 
became interested in the great problems 
of our age, especially in those pertaining 
to political philosophies and religion. He 
traveled widely as a lecturer in Germany, 
Austria, and elsewhere, He was convinced 
that National Socialism and Communism 
were the great menaces of our age, and 
lectured to literary clubs, student groups, 
and other organizations. In Insterburg, in 
East Prussia, he was driven from the hall 
because he had declared that “humanity 
could not live without faith in God and 
without Christianity.” The mob said that 
this was just a Jewish Communist trick. 

This book contains three of these lec- 
tures: “Of Man’s True Happiness,” “Real- 
ism and Inwardness,” and “Can We Live 
Without Faith in God?” These three ad- 
dresses form a solid front against what he 
calls Nihilistic Realism of today, which is 
materialism with its hostility to spiritual 
values accentuated, It is a forceful exposure 
of State Socialism and Communism and 
all “isms” that are hostile to spiritual 
values. He calls attention to the spiritual 
poverty of much that we either tolerate 
or take for granted, 

Franz Werfel was brought up in the 
smug materialism of a generation ago, and 
was rescued by his love of poetry. You 
will not agree with him in some things, 
but you will welcome such a powerful, and 
at times devastating, criticism of social and 
political theories that either deny or im- 
ply that God and spiritual values don’t 
count. Samurn G. Herrersownr, 
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LETTERS 


“The Lutheran” in Every 


Home 
July 3, Watsontown, Pa. 

Towarp the close of 1944, the church 
council of First Lutheran Church at Wat- 
sontown, of which the Rev. Harold A. 
Ahalt is pastor, took action to offer the 
official church paper, THE LUTHERAN, ab- 
solutely free for one year to every home 
in the congregation who would accept and 
read it. 

In a letter to every home, the congrega- 
tion was informed that the pastor and 
council “feel that an informed church, is 
an active, interested, and serving church.” 
Each home accepting the offer was asked 
to return an enclosed card with their name 
and address, to which THe LUTHERAN was 
to be mailed. 

This church is carrying on an active pro- 
gram in all departments. Last fall a Boys’ 
Glee Club was organized with about 
twenty-four members. They have already 
sung several times in the Vesper Service. 
The church has an active Junior Choir of 
girls, who sing once each month at the 
Junior Worship Service, and at various 
times at the Vesper Service. On the last 
Sunday of each month at the 10.30 service, 
the pastor conducts a junior worship serv- 
ice, with an abbreviated Common Service. 
The Junior Choir of twenty-five voices 
sings an anthem at each of these worship 
services. There is also an active young 
Men’s Ushers’ Group, under the direction 
of the Young People’s Deacon of the 
church council, Mr. Chester Hall. Each 
boy of the congregation is installed into the 
Ushers’ Group shortly after his confirma- 
tion, and six young men rotate to serve 
at the two worship services each Sunday. 

Last year this congregation contributed 
its quota in excess of Lutheran World 
Action of $357. It gave $500 to Susque- 
hanna University. The benevolence appor- 
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tionment was paid in full, and an equal 
amount paid for unapportioned benev- 
olence. Haroitp A. ABALT. 


On Lutheran Unity 


Dear LUTHERAN: 

Tue following resolution, presented in 
the monthly pastoral report, was unan- 
imously adopted by the church council of 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Mt. Vernon, 
N. Y., at the regular meeting of Feb. 6: 

In the cause of Lutheran Unity, the fol- 
lowing resolution is presented: 


“In conformity with an earnest and sin- 
cere desire to hasten the day of Lu- 
theran Unity in this country; and mind- 
ful of the warning in the Saviour’s 
word: ‘He that gathereth not with me, 
scattereth’; and zealous to make His 
prayer for unity among His followers 
ours not only in word but also in deed; 
the church council of St. Paul’s Lu- 
theran Church, in whose province it lies 
to see to it that the pure Word of God 
be preached in this congregation as the 
Church confesses it in the Book of Con- 
cord, and only by those duly authorized 
to do so, herewith invites to selective 
Altar and Pulpit Fellowship those Lu- 
theran pastors and congregations, no 
matter to which Lutheran synod they 
may belong, who are one with us in the 
confession of the same Lord and seek 
salvation according to the same faith; 
pledging at the same time to restrict our 
fellowship solely to such, to the best of 
our knowledge and ability.” 


Since other congregations in the Met- 
ropolitan Area of New York have been 
practicing selective altar and pulpit fel- 
lowship, in protest against the constant 
delays and discussions of Missouri, and as 
a practical step toward church unity, it 
may be appropriate to publish the above. 

Wiurriep Tappert, Pastor. 
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A Good Convention 
(Continued from page 15) 

synod now serving as chaplains: the Revs. 
Glen S. Eckard, Palmer P. Pierce, Jason W. 
Oxner, E. Bryan Keisler, L. L. Swygert, 
John B. McCullough, J. Edgar Stockman, 
James L. Shealy, J. B. Cassell, G. L. 
Barger, J. Virgil Long, Voigt Sink. 

The Rev. W. H. Lefstead reported for 
the Committee on Nominations, and the 
Rev. C. K. Derrick gave the report for 
the Committee on Stewardship. 

The report of the Board of Trustees of 
the Lutheran Theological Southern Semi- 
nary was presented by Dr. P. D. Brown, 
Salisbury, president. Dr. J. B. Moose, dean 
and acting president, also spoke on the 
work of this institution. The report gave 
account of the progress made in the semi- 
nary and of future plans. The resignation 
of Dr. E. C. Cooper as president was re- 
ported. Dr. Cooper served for the past 
five years making many worthy improve- 
ments and development. The acceptance 
of Dr. John L. Yost of Atlanta to become 
president of the institution on March 1 
was announced, 

The Rev. C. K. Derrick of Charleston, 
synodical director for Lutheran World 
Action in 1945, spoke for this cause, and 
reported that this synod’s quota for the 
year is $19,290. Dr. J. L. Morgan, pres- 
ident of the North Carolina Synod, brought 
greetings. 

The report of the Executive Board was 
presented by Secretary Carl B. Caughman, 
with Mr. J. B. Ballentine presenting the 
financial report, and the Rev. F. W. Brandt 
presenting the Mission Committee report. 
The Rev. C. K. Derrick reported for the 
Committee on Executive Committee’s Re- 
port. In connection with this report, Dr. 
H. S. Petrea, editor-manager for the 
South Carolina Lutheran, was heard, and 
the mission pastors of the synod were pre- 
sented. 

The report on the work of the Lowman 
Home for the Aged and Helpless was given 
by the Rev. Wynne C. Boliek, president. 
This report showed considerable increase 
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in interest and support for the Home dur- 
ing the year. 

The Rev. George E. Meetze, chairman, 
presented the report of the synodical 
Board of Social Missions. The Rev. Carl 
B. Caughman, Social Missions pastor for 
the synod, outlined needs and possibilities 
in developing this work. 

The report of the Board of Trustees of 
Newberry College was given by Mr. A. J. 
Bowers, Jr., chairman. After speaking 
briefly on the work of the college, he pre- 
sented Dr. James C. Kinard, president, 
who spoke in his usual effective manner, 
giving many interesting facts about the 
college. Dr. Kinard introduced Dr. Mowat 
Fraser, dean of Winthrop College, who 
spoke briefly on the value of the church 
college. Mrs. N. E. Derrick presented an 
itemized report on funds gathered in the 
Emergency Appeal. The synod gave her a 
rising vote of appreciation for her excel- 
lent work. 

At the evening session Wednesday, Wil- 
liam Richard Fritz was ordained by of- 
ficials of the synod. The service was in 
charge of President Kinard, and the ser- 
mon delivered by Dr. Charles E. Fritz, 
father of the candidate. The Rev. Richard 
Fritz has accepted a call to the Union- 
Whitmire Parish. 

On Wednesday at 6.30 P. M. the Central 
Conference Brotherhood sponsored a ban- 
quet for the pastors, laymen, and visitors 
attending synod. The program was in 
charge of Mr. B. T. Bodie, president. The 
address was given by Dr. Fry. 

On Thursday the report of the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Missions was presented by 
the Rev. H. B. Watson. The report on 
Women’s Work by the Rev. L. O. Dasher, 
who introduced Mrs. W. J. Moretz, pres- 
ident of the Women’s Synodical Society, 
was interesting and challenging. 

The Rev. J. O. Kempson, chairman of 
the Committee on Parish Education, re- 
ported on the work of the year, and out- 
lined the program for the year. Speaking 
on this report also were the Rev. H. D. 
Kleckley, Mrs. Murray Counts, Mrs. W. C. 
Boliek, and the Rev. Heyward Epting. 
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Pittsburgh Sgnod Tisai | 


Activity of Laymen Aids in Western Pennsylvania 


Five seminary seniors have accepted calls 
to pastorates of the Pittsburgh Synod, 
these to be effective shortly after their 
graduation from the Philadelphia Semi- 
nary in February. The five men are from 
this synod, as follows: William EF. Fruth, 
of Freedom, to Calvary Church, Sharon; 
Everett R. Smail, of Leechburg, to Grace 
Church, Clarion; John D. Muller, of Pitts- 
burgh, to the Shippenville Parish, Clarion 
County; John E. Hydinger, of McKees 
Rocks, to St. John Church, Dravosburg; 
and Walter P. Fetterley, of Rochester, Pa., 
to Trinity Church, Verona. 


In the Ligonier Parish, the Rev. H. B. 
Hull pastor, an appeal was sent to mem- 
bers at Christmas in behalf of Bethesda 
Home, Meadville, and resulted in dona- 
tions of a large amount and great variety 
of children’s clothing, dishes, and towel- 
ing—and also $200 in cash, 


Week-of-Prayer Services were held 
three nights at Trinity Church, Latrobe, 
J. B. Gardner, D.D., pastor. Guest» preacher 
for the services was C. M. Teufel, D.D., 
Homestead Park. 


The use of the cassock and surplice as 
the pastor’s vestments has been introduced 
at St. Luke Church, Youngwood. These 
were presented recently by Mrs. Cora 
Tompkins’ family as a memorial. Pastor 
H. M. Erb had been using the stole, which 
was presented .a year ago by the Cathe- 
rine von Bora Class. 


Christ Church, Wilmerding, now has 
two branch Sunday schools, both located 
in West Wilmerding. One was organized 
five years ago; the other October 15, 1944, 
The latter meets Sunday afternoons in a 
public school building, has an average at- 
tendance of 50, and is self-supporting. An 
adult class of eleven members is taught 


by Pastor E, M. Miller. 
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By Grorce EB. Lrrrie 


A number of changes have taken place — 
at Grace Church, Troy Hill (Pittsburgh), — 
since the coming of the Rev. R. E, Olson to © 
The Sunday 
school has been reorganized, a Luther | 
League started and meeting regularly, a — 
after discon- | 


the pastorate October 1. 


Vesper Service resumed 
tinuance some years ago, regular sub- 
scription to “Light for Today” and the 
weekly Bulletin Service, use of liturgical 
colors in the chancel, and introduction of 
the use of cassock and surplice, with stole, 
as pastor's vestments. 


Valuable Service by Laymen 


“Lutheran Men Serving God and Coun- 


try” is the theme of a series of five meet- 
ings arranged for laymen of the Pittsburgh 
area. Sponsoring this is the Pittsburgh 
Brotherhood (intersynodical) and _ the 
Central Conference Brotherhood (ULCA), 
with meetings held alternate Sunday eve- 
nings at centrally located churches. The 
speakers are men particularly qualified to 
speak with inspiration, knowledge and au- 


thority: R. G. Steinmeyer, Ph.D., professor. 


of Political Science, University of Mary- 
land; Otto Mees, D.D., president of Cap- 
ital University, Columbus, Ohio; H. F. 
Baughman, D.D., professor at Gettysburg 
Seminary; Carl M. Distler, president of 
ULCA Board of Social Missions; Samuel 
Miller, D.D., president of the Lutheran 
Bible Institute, Minneapolis. The meetings 
are to provide the laymen with such in- 
spiration and instruction as will enable 
them to render greater service in the work 
of the congregations. — , 


An impressive Watch Night Service was 
held New Year’s Eve at St. John Church 
(Burry’s), the Rev. C, S. Hayner pastor. 
It began with devotions at 8.00 P, M., in- 
cluded a Fellowship Hour of hymn-sing- 
ing and refreshments, and came to a cli- 
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max with a Candlelight Service at 11.30 
P. M. and the installation of Luther League 
officers. At midnight, both bells of the 
church were rung for five minutes. Thirty 
young people from the near-by Zelienople 
Orphans’ Home were guests. 


Memorial to Dr. White 

A new altar and dossal curtain, together 
costing $1,250, were dedicated December 
10 at the English Lutheran Church, Zel- 
ienople, the Rev. P. W. Seiberling .pastor. 
These are in memory of C. W. White, D.D., 
who frequently served the congregation 
during the thirty-four years that he was 
superintendent of the Orphans’ Home. 


Death of Active Layman 

Not only a well-known architect in 
western Pennsylvania and eastern Ohio, 
but also an active layman both in his con- 
gregation and synod, was Mr. Jesse Mart- 
solf of New Brighton, whose death oc- 
curred November 17. For thirty years he 
had been Sunday school superintendent 
- at Trinity Church, and also served many 
terms on the church council. He was the 
architect of the fine parish house built 
by the congregation in 1929-30, and planned 
many church buildings. A few years ago, 
at St. Andrew’s, Brownsville, “in addition 
to rendering his service as a labor of love, 
he donated the cornerstone and dossal.” 


An $80,000 mortgage was burned at the 
annual meeting of Grace Church, Youngs- 
town, Ohio. This was the third mortgage- 
burning during the pastorate of J. L. 
Miller, D.D., who has been serving the 
congregation since 1897. In 1928 a parish 
house was built at a cost of $65,000. 


The people of Holy Trinity Church, 
Greenville, and Pastor Peter Brath are 
eagerly looking forward to the time when 
a new church may be erected. During 
1944 the building fund increased by $6,343 
to a total of $45,375. In addition, the reg- 
ular contributions to the church totaled 
$12,000, of which 35 percent went to benev- 
olence. The congregation’s annual report 
shows 90 percent of the members com- 
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muning. There was sad bereavement in 
December when the wife of Pastor Brath 
departed this life. 


The Christmas Eve service at Grace 
Church, Erie, the Rev. J. E. Bermon pas- 
tor, had additional significance in the fact 
that the congregation had just become debt 
free. To observe this, two church council- 
men had part in the service, William 
Pfister and R. A. Amy. One year ago the 
debt stood at $1,300. The congregation 
also gave $1,828 to benevolence during 
1944, which included the payment of 110 
percent on apportionment. 


Each child at Bethesda Home, Mead- 
ville, received a Christmas gift from St. 
Paul Church, Corry, the Rev. C. F. Hilde- 
brand pastor. This was sponsored by the 
church’s Treon Society. 


In the Knox Parish, Clarion County, Mt. 
Zion congregation, near Sligo, received the 
gift of an altar from St. Paul Church, New 
Stanton, Pa. Cross and candlesticks were 
provided by the Ladies’ Aid Society. At 
Emmanuel congregation, there are new 
paraments, donated by the Missionary So- 
ciety. The Rev. C. T. Hays is the pastor. 


A Brotherhood Did It 

First Church, Apollo, M. L. Clare, D.D., 
pastor, has a very active Brotherhood. Re- 
cently they presented to the church a. 
hearing-aid system, costing $750 and con- 
sisting of the following: four microphones 
(three in the chancel and one in the organ 
room), two baffles in the front of the 
church to pick up and add volume to the 
voice, six earphones for those who are 
hard of hearing, a chimes-record repro- 
ducer, and four all-weather horns in the 
church tower. During the past four years 
the congregation has reduced its heavy in- 
debtedness from $57,000 to half that sum. 


The parsonage at St. John Church, Salts- 
burg, has been paid for, six years ahead of 
schedule. It was purchased in July 1942. 
A mortgage-burning service was held De- 
cember 31. The pastor since June 1943 is 
the Rev. George C. Vetter. 
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“Debt Reduction” Features Largely in Michigan Synod 


THE laymen in the Michigan Synod have 
been talking so much about speed, along 
the production lines in our war plants, that 
the idea has become quite pronounced in 
the work of the synod and its parishes. 
For example: Trinity Church, Grand 
Rapids, raised $25,000 in cash and pledges, 
within ten days. Since the close of the 
campaign on Thanksgiving Day, the total 
has risen to $26,963. Pastor R. J. White, 
D.D., and the members of Trinity Church 
are looking forward to the close of the 
war, when these funds can be used for the 
erection of a chapel next to their present 


church building. 


In Detroit 

Next, a debt of $40,650, which appeared 
on the books of Hope, Detroit, two years 
ago, is now a thing of the past. In a cam- 
paign covering a period of eighteen months, 
a total of $31,203 was pledged, with the 
remainder of the indebtedness being paid 
out of the surplus current income. This 
event was celebrated with a mortgage- 
burning service January 21. Arthur M. 
Knudsen, D.D., was guest preacher and 
the Rev. Frank P. Madsen, pastor, was 
liturgist. 

Two parsonages in Detroit also became 
free of debt, that of Holy Communion and 
Luther Memorial. In two years and eight 
months, a parsonage costing $6,100 was 
completely paid for by the members of 
Holy Communion. A mortgage-burning 
service was held January 28, with the 
members of the church cabinet and Pastor 
Paul W. Dieckman participating. At 
Luther Memorial, many of the members 
met for a dinner meeting early in January, 
and after the dinner when the offering was 
received, it was revealed that $1,024 had 
been given in cash toward the parsonage 
indebtedness. This amount exceeded the 
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indebtedness. A mortgage-burning serv- 
ice was held February 8 at. which time 
Pastor D. T. E. Holland and a represen- 
tative of each of the organizations assisted. 


Changes*in Pastorates 

Speed has also been noticeable in the 
filling of vacancies. Two weeks after the 
departure of the Rev. A. C. Larsen from 


The Rev. Paul W. Dieckman, 
President of Michigan Synod and Member of 
“The Lutheran's" News Letter Staff 


Redeemer Church, Lansing, the congrega- 
tion called the Rev. Glenn W. Sachs, Inner 
Mission pastor for Lutheran Charities, 
Detroit. Mr. Sachs began his pastorate at 
Lansing, February 14, and will be installed 
February 28. 


Three weeks after the departure of the 
Rev. C. R. Gesell from Immanuel Church, 
Jackson, this congregation called the Rev. 
Richard A. Miller of Davenport, Iowa. Mr. 
Miller began his work February 18. 


Two more vacancies were created Jan- 
uary 15 with the departure of the Rev. 
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William S. Avery and the Rev. Milton 
Englehardt. The former resigned as pas- 
tor of Augsburg Church, Detroit, to be- 
come a member of the staff of the Parish 
and Church School Board in Philadelphia, 


and Pastor Englehardt left Resurrection, 
| Saginaw, to become pastor of St. John’s 


Church, Nappanee, Indiana. 


Rededication Services 

were held at St. Paul’s, Detroit, February 
11, to mark the completion of an extensive 
program of renovation and redecoration. 
The special services included a commun- 
ion service; a candlelight service in honor 
of members of the congregation serving 
in the armed forces; and the service of re- 
dedication, at which time the Rev. C, 
Breest, of Milwaukee, Wis., a son of the 
congregation, preached the sermon. On the 
evening of the same day, F. W. Otterbein, 
D.D., pastor of the North Austin Church, 
Chicago, Ill, and President Dieckman of 


the Michigan Synod, spoke at the ban- 
quet. The services were presided over by 
the Rev. C. A. Jacobi, pastor of St. Paul’s. 


A. Mission Congregation 

was formally organized in Detroit, Feb- 
ruary 4, with a special service in the Bur- 
bank School. The work was started last 
June under the «direction of the Rev. M. 
Roderick Anderson, Board missionary. 
Fifty-three members were received at this 
service, which was conducted by the Rev. 
W. I. Hackenberg, pastor of Christ Church, 
Detroit. The sermon was delivered by the 
president of synod. This congregation has 
been worshiping in the basement of the 
parsonage, which has been converted into 
a chapel. Ground will be broken shortly 
for the erection of a church building. As 
of the day of organization, eighty persons 
had applied for charter membership, seven 
of them young people who will be con- 
firmed on Whitsunday. 


Vows of the Pi hiladelphia itn 


Congregations and Groups Have Good Reports 


Good Shepherd’s pastor, the Rev. Carl 
I’. Moyer, notes in the annual report to the 
congregation that offerings increased over 
the preceding year in all funds: 13 per- 
cent in the weekly church envelopes, 11 
percent in the Sunday school envelopes, 
and 21 percent in the penny-a-meal banks. 
Moreover, $10,000 was added to the Build- 
ing Fund, bringing it to $23,328. Pastor 
Moyer is frank to admit some concern 
about church attendance. He lists some 
common reasons given why people do not 
attend as they should: Many are in the 
country’s services.” “Since I’m working 
too, I’ve got more than enough to do to 
get my housework done.” “Anyhow, the 
church is overcrowded.” “I haven’t got 
enough gasoline to come,” and “The 
weather’s been so miserable.” Yet, Pastor 
Moyer insists, we can do what we want to 
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do, and God shouldn’t be checked off the 
“must” list first. 

Downtown St. Matthew’s Church was 
host to the Philadelphia Chapter of the 
American Guild of Organists at a dinner 
meeting January 6. Nearly eighty organ- 
ists and directors of church music at- 
tended. An unsolicited letter written to 
the pastor, Dr. T. Benton Peery, said that 
the organization had never received more 
courtesy from a local church. Mr. Robert 
Whiting is St. Matthew’s new director of 
music, and is a member of the Guild. 


Incarnation's New Pastor 

As of February 1 the Rev. William Elbert, 
Jr, is the pastor of Incarnation Church, 
57th and Cedar Avenue. Pastor Elbert 
comes from Wilmington, Del., where he 
was associate pastor of St. Stephen Church. 
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His immediate predecessor was the Rev. 
Earl F. Rahn, who now is the Ministerium 
of Pennsylvania’s secretary of the Board 
of Christian Education. Other distinguished 
former pastors of Incarnation include Dr. 
Russell D, Snyder of the Philadelphia 
Seminary faculty, and Dr. Nathan R. Mel- 
horn, editor of THe LurHERAN. 

Mr. Elbert is a graduate of Colgate Uni- 
versity, having majored in sociology. He 
attended Boston Uni- 
versity and Heffley 
Business School, 
Brooklyn. While at- 
tending the Philadel- 
phia Seminary in 
1939, Mr. Elbert was 
sent to the World 
Conference of Chris- 
tian Youth at Am- 
sterdam as a delegate 
of the ULCA. He 
was graduated from 
the seminary in 1941, and took an additional 
year to earn his B.D. In this year he 
worked as a volunteer with the Inner Mis- 
sion Bureau under Dr. G. H. Bechtold. Be- 
fore going to Wilmington, Pastor Elbert 
was assistant pastor of St. John’s Church, 
Easton. He is married to Miss Rowena 
Helen Fisher, formerly a head nurse at the 
Philadelphia General Hospital. 


The annual meeting of the Lutheran 
Woman’s League of Philadelphia and 
Vicinity was held January 18 at the New 
Century Club. The special item under con- 
sideration was the work of the Lutheran 
Children’s Bureau. Miss Missoura Lausch, 
head of the Bureau, spoke about the work. 


The Rev. W. S. Elbert 


From the weekly bulletin of Tabernacle 
Church, 59th and Spruce Streets, comes 
this item from the facile pen of the asso- 
ciate pastor, the Rev. Henry B. Luffberry: 
“How would you feel if tonight you were 
to come to your church to worship God 
and find on the door this message: ‘The 
pastor is spending this evening by the fire- 
side reading a good book. The choir mem- 
bers are making social calls on old friends. 


The sexton felt like taking a night off. 
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The congregation doesn’t want to miss 
Charlie McCarthy. No Service of Worship 
tonight.’ How would you feel? Do you 
suppose that others may feel your absence 
Sunday evenings? Is it possible that Christ 
may feel it?” Nothing new, this pull, pull 
for Sunday evening worshipers. 


Youth Work 

Saturday, January 27 the 
Committee of the Ministerium’s Luther 
League met in the chapel of the Lutheran 
Service “Center on Walnut Street. The 


meeting was addressed by President E. E. 


Fischer; the Rev. Joseph W. Frease, new 
executive secretary of the Luther League 
of America; and the Rev. Earl F, Rahn, 
pastoral adviser of the synodical League. 
The missionary secretary, Mrs. -Ruth 


Stauffer, of up-and-coming Christ Church, - 


Hellertown, reported that $1,649.65 has 
been contributed thus far towards the 
Library Project for the Philadelphia and 
Baltimore Motherhouses, as against a quota 
of $2,185. Accordingly, the project will be 
continued until February 28, 1945. 


The fifth anniversary meeting of the 
Luther League of the German Conference 
of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania was 
held at Zion Church on Franklin Square, 
Philadelphia, January 28. The Rev. Earl F. 
Rahn was the speaker. The Conference 
League inaugurated a Memorial Fund for 
those in service and for those who have 
died in service. This is the one conference 
League, to our knowledge, which holds an 
annual Lenten Retreat at which the young 
people themselves speak on the words on 
the Cross. 


The Philadelphia Conference Brother- 
hood held its annual gala Ladies’ Night in 
the form of a dinner at Zion Church, 
Olney, January 31. Dr. Millard E. Glad- 
felter, vice-president of Temple University 
and member of this congregation, was 
toastmaster. The president of the Minis- 
terium was the speaker. The Rev. W. 
Chester Hill brought the greetings of the 
Philadelphia Conference. A play was pre- 
sented by Reformation’s Brotherhood. 
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Improvements to Property and Salary Increases Reported 


Mipwesr Synop desires to extend good 
wishes to Fred C. Wiegman, D.D., pres- 
ident of Midland College and Western 
Theological Seminary, Fremont, Nebr., 
who succeeds Dr. Franklin C. Fry as pas- 
tor of Trinity Church, Akron, Ohio. As 
his roots lead back into a Midwest Synod 
parsonage, the memory of his father, the 
Rev. Frederick Wiegman, arises. At the 
time of his early death at Hastings, Nebr., 
in 1917, he held the office of Missionary 
Superintendent of this synod. It was dur- 
ing his incumbency that Midwest Synod 
served in excess of 100 congregations, hav- 
ing opened numerous opportunities for 
wider service, which, however, for lack of 
suitable pastors, could not all be retained 
within the synodical sphere. The name of 
Wiegman is prominently written in the 


- annals of Midwest Synod. 


The Rev. Wallace Wolff, pastor of Zion 
Church, Hooper, Nebr., has been desig- 
nated by the Board of Foreign Missions 
of the United Lutheran Church as mis- 
sionary to British Guiana. Pastor Wolff 
is a grandson of one of the founders of 
the Midwest Synod, Pastor Julius Wolff, 
in whose church at Sterling, Nebr., the 
first definite steps were taken toward the 
organization of the new district in the 
General Synod. He was president until 
the first regular synodical meeting could 
be held. 


St. Matthew’s Church, Johnson, Nebr., 
has just concluded renovation of their 
basement at a cost of $350. The improve- 
ment of educational facilities was thereby 
achieved, In their drive for contributions 
toward the building fund of Tabitha Home 
for the Aged and Orphanage at Lincoln, 
Nebr., $1,187 was realized. In addition to 
a raise in salary for their pastor, the Rev. 
E. C. Hansen, he was voted an extra 
bonus of $250 at their annual meeting. 
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A pipe organ and new pews are on the 
list of further improvements in Christ 
Church, Pierce, Nebr., the Rev. George 
Herber pastor, The greater portion of the 
cost of these items will be covered by the 
proceeds of the sale of last year’s corn 
which was raised on the Lord’s Acre plan, 


CLERGY PRESENT AT THE- ORDINATION 
AND COMMISSIONING SERVICE OF THE 
REV, LeVON SPATH AS MISSIONARY TO 
ARGENTINA, AT ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, 
NEAR SCRIBNER, NEBRASKA. 

(Front row, |. to r.)—Pastor Milton Moore of 
St. John's; Dr. Richard Syre, Western Theological 
Seminary; Missionary Spath; Dr. M, Schroder, 
Lincoln, Nebr. 

(Rear, |. to r.)—Dr. P. W. H. Frederick, West- 
ern Seminary; the Rev, Hugo Welchert, Hooper, 
Nebr.; Dr. Edwin Moll, executive secretary of 
the Board of Foreign Missions; Dean T. D, 
Rinde, D.D., Western Seminary; President Her» 
man Goede of Midwest Synod; Secretary Lorin 
J. Wolff, Lindy, Nebr.; Dr. Alfred O. Frank of 
Salem Church, Fremont; and Pastor H. Pearson 
of Christ Church, Wisner, Nebr. 


Seeing the remarkable increase in mem- 
bers under the leadership of their pastor, 
the Rev. Milton Moore, St. John’s Church, 
Ridgeley Township, near Scribner, Nebr. 
voted him an increase of $300 in salary and 
an extra bonus of $100, He was also given 
a costly robe for Christmas. Unfortunately, 
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the robe has already suffered damage, for 
when the wearer backed too close to a 
candelabrum it caught fire. Presence of 
mind of a councilman prevented more se- 
rious damage and bodily injury with little 
interruption of the service. In spite of a 
building program during the past year, in- 
volving $3,500 in addition to labor donated 
their benevolence receipts rose to $557, ex- 
ceeding their apportionment, the highest 
amount in memory. Ninety percent of the 
confirmed membership communed last 
year. 


The Rev. Hans M. Biedenweg was in- 
stalled by Dr. F. W. Nolte of Westboro, 
Mo., the first Sunday in February as pas- 
tor of the St. Peter’s and St. John’s Parish 
near Falls City, Nebr. The cordiality with 
which the new pastor was received, was 
expressed by means of a reception and 
, grocery shower which left the parsonage 
pantry well stocked. 


Lutheran Service Home 

A Lutheran Service Home has been 
opened near the Air Base at Oklahoma 
City, Okla., and is in charge of Mr. and 


Lutheran <ramany 
CHICAGO CHIAG Theolocical SEMINARY 


Charles B. Foelsch, Ph.D., President 


THE GRADUATE SCHOOL 
1945 Six Weeks' Summer Session 


for pastors who want stouter intellectual and 

soul fare than a brief summer assembly affords 

FIRST TERM, MONDAY, JULY 23 to FRIDAY, 
AUGUST 10 


SECOND TERM, MONDAY, AUGUST 13, to 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 31 


{| B.D. graduates may take one, or at most, 
two credit courses in either term, or in 
both. Credit toward advanced theological 
degrees. 

{| Limited dormitory space. Early enrolment 
advised. Modest costs.-Meals in the Semi- 
nary’s Refectory. 

For Catalog, with full information write 


The Rev. Victor I. Gruhn, Registrar 
1644 S, 11th Ave., Maywood, Il. 
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Mrs. E. Nieschmidt, 313 East Harmon Ave., 
Midwest City. Luther Leaguers of First 
Church, the Rev. Fred H. Bloch pastor, 
assist in entertaining and serving at this 
center for men in the service. 


A new Hammond organ was dedicated 
at Christmas time by Pastor Henry T. 
Monnich of St. John’s Church, Schuyler, 
Nebr. Earlier in the year all buildings on 
the property were painted—church, par- 
sonage, parish hall, and garage. The work 
was done.by the men of the church, the 
women serving refreshments. 


More Space Needed 

Unabating overflow crowds at Redeemer 
Church, Wayne, Nebr., the Rev. Kenneth 
de Freese pastor, will necessitate this con- 
gregation to provide a larger house of wor- 
ship in the near future. Their present 
moderate sized building which was re- 
modeled only a few years ago, is again 
proving too small to take care of the ex- 
panding work. It is reported that a mem- 
ber has offered as his contribution a prom- 
inent building site closer to the campus 
of State Teachers’ College, if a change of 
location is contemplated. The college has 
a large number of Lutheran students in 
attendance. 


Pastor Paul Moessner of Resurrection 
Church, Gretna, Nebr., has found it neces- 
sary to campaign for a new building fund. 
The present structure is no longer ade- 
quate to accommodate his ever increasing 
parish activities. This congregation was 
among the highest per capita givers for 
benevolence during 1944. 


Under the sponsorship of the Research 
Council of the Central District of the 
American Lutheran Church a “Lutheran 
Order for the Dedication of the Seed, the 
Soil, and the Sower” has just been pub- 
lished. It is especially prepared for use 
on Rogate Sunday (Rural Life Sunday), 
the Fifth Sunday after Easter. Copies of 
this service may be secured through our 
publication house or from the author, the 
Rev. F. Hefner, Syracuse, Nebr. 
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Mission Work in Foreign Lands and 
Improvements in Home Congregations 


By Paut Levi Foutrk 


Dr. L. Grapy Coorrr, Miss Helene Harder, 
and Mrs. C. E. Buschman toured the West 
Pennsylvania Conference of the Central 
Pennsylvania Synod in the interest of the 
Board of Foreign Missions during the 
month of January. Dr. Cooper spoke in 
the Upper Frankford Parish; St. Mark’s, 
York; Biglerville; Arendtsville; St. Mat- 
thew’s, York; St. James Church, Gettys- 
burg; Trinity and First Churches, Cham- 
bersburg; and at New Cumberland. 

Miss Harder spoke in the New Franklin 
Parish; Zion, Newville; Fayetteville; St. 
Paul’s, Carlisle; and St. Paul’s, Hanover. 
Mrs. Buschman spoke in McSherrystown; 
St. Paul’s, Littlestown; and in the Jeffer- 
son Parish, 

It was a real treat to have these mis- 
sionaries from China, Japan and Africa on 
our territory. 


The Mt. Joy-Harney Parish, near Get- 
tysburg, of which Dr. W. F. Rex is pastor, 
closed the year with all current bills paid 
and a comfortable balance in the treasury. 
Both congregations presented the pastor 
with a generous Christmas gift in cash. In 
December the Mt. Joy church burned the 
note which marked the payment in full 
of the mortgage on the parish house, Judge 
W. C. Sheely of Gettysburg was the 
speaker on this happy occasion. 


Common Service Introduced 

Grace Church, York, the Rev. Alvin Butz 
pastor, reports the introduction of the 
Common Service with Hymnal and the use 
of the full service. They have also adopted 
the use of the Lutheran bulletin service, 
the Christian Growth Series in the Sun- 
day school, a two-year catechetical pro- 
gram, circulation of “A Message for the 
Day” among sick and shut-ins, and a 
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Circulation News! 


As soon as a pastor is sold on the 
value of “The Lutheran” to his mem- 
bers, to the congregation, and to the 
church at large, he will do something 
about it. 

THREE EXAMPLES 

St. Paul’s, a mission congregation, 
Vallejo, California, Rev. Joseph W. 
Peterson, Pastor, has just put “The 
Lutheran” in 75% of the homes of the 
congregation. These are subscriptions 
solicited from the individual members. 

St. John’s Church, Persia, Iowa, Rev. 
M. B. Simon, Pastor, with ninety-one 
members, has sent in a list of 35 NEW 
subscriptions as the result of a canvass 
of the members. 


Trinity Church, Kingston, N. Y., Rev. 
Frank L. Gollnick, Pastor, subscribes 
for 25 copies which are sold through 
the Display Rack at the Church. In 


renewing this subscription for another 
year, the president of the church coun- 
cil writes: 

“In reply to your letter of January 
18th, please be advised that you may 
renew our subscription for 25 copies of 
‘The Lutheran,’ 

“We have had no difficulty in dispos- 
ing of the 25 copies which we have 
been receiving each week, and request 
that you send us some subscription 
blanks, as we feel that we may be able 
to secure some yearly subscribers in 
addition to the 25 copies which are 
sold through the medium of the display 
rack, 

“With best wishes for a continued 
growth in the sale of this most ex- 
cellent church magazine.” 

THE LADIES AID SOCIETY IS 
NOW CONDUCTING AN EVERY |. 
FAMILY CANVASS OF THIS CON- 
GREGATION FOR SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
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Leadership Training School. Lutheran 
World Action was oversubscribed; in- 
creased payment on benevolence over the 
previous year and a balance of $3,600 in 
the treasury were reported. Visual edu- 
cation has been instituted, the equipment 
being the gift of Mr. and Mrs. David 
Leathery. Early in the spring renovation 
of the basement will begin. The church 
council has been increased from six to nine 
members. ‘ 


New Chester. “The Pines,” the Rev. 
Elmer Drumm pastor, rejoices in the one 
hundredth anniversary of Hampton Church 
of this parish because “The Pines” was the 
mother church in this community in colo- 
nial days. Methodists, Presbyterians, Re- 
formed and Lutherans all worshiped in the 
same building. Dr. Allen S. Meck of York 
was the guest speaker in the Hampton 
Reformed Church, and the Rev. S. F. 

/ Stauffer speaker in the Lutheran Church 
in a union celebration of this historic 
event. 


FAMILY COATS-OF-ARMS 


Armorial bearings, beautifully executed. Mrs. 
Harold Isenhower, 523 E. Lafayette St., Salis- 
bury, N. C. 


Truly a College of the Lutheran Church 


MARION COLLEGE 


MARION, VA. 


Young Women who wish to SERVE 
THE CHURCH should have at least 
two years of college work. 


TAKE YOUR FIRST TWO YEARS at 
Marion, the only Junior College in 
the. United Lutheran Church. 


MARION has a reputation for training 
in Christian service. 
For information write 


The Rev. Henry E. Horn, President 
Box K, Marion, Va. 


Mr. John G. Bernheisel, member of the 
Social Missions Committee of the York 
District Luther League, spoke on, “I Have 
Not Gone This Way Before,” at the York 
jail, at one of the many services that this 
committee conducts. Mr. L. H. Hobaugh, 


chairman of the committee, was in charge ~ 


of the service, and the League of St. Mat- 
thew’s Church, York, had charge of the 
music. Religious literature was distributed. 


Mr. James Moreclast of Gettysburg 
Seminary has been assigned to assist Dr. 
Harry H. Beidelman, pastor of St. Mat- 
thew Church, Hanover. 


Congregations in York 

At St. Peter’s Church, York, the Rev. 
H. O. Walker pastor, the new nursery is 
now operating in:newly furnished quar- 
ters, with Mrs. Richard Slaugh as super- 
intendent and Mrs. Fred Smyser as as- 
sistant. The Corinne Machetzki Mission- 
ary Society will supervise the church hour 
nursery during the morning service. Chil- 
dren of pre-school age are invited. 

A new chorus composed of Luther 
Leaguers has been organized and will sing 
at the regular church services and at other 
special times. 


More than fifty persons attended a 
League Rally January 23 in Union Lu- 


theran Church, York, the Rev. C. R. Simon: 


pastor. Miss Grace Smith of Abbottstown 
was in charge of devotions, and Dr. J. Roy 
Strock, missionary to India, was guest 
speaker. A girls’ chorus from St. Mark’s, 
Emigsville, sang special music. 


Sister Janet Coiner led devotions at 
Union Lutheran Church, York, for Group 
B. Missionary Society at a recent meeting. 
Mrs. Esther Reynolds, vice-president, was 
in charge of the meeting. 


St. James Church, Bendersville, added a 
primary room to their church building and 
installed a new furnace, and one family 
presented the congregation with offering 
plates, a church flag and a U. S. flag. Dr. 
H. D. Hoover of Gettysburg Seminary was 
the speaker at the dedication service. 
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By Pau. Levi Foutk 


THE treasurer of the Canada Synod, the 
Rev. H. R. Mosig, is happy. But he would 
be much happier if he had about $700 
more. For he is just that short of having 
received the full amount of synod’s budget 
of $40,000 for 1944. Receipts on the appor- 
tionment were up 10 percent over the 1943 
figure, and 23 percent over the 1942 figure, 
and constitute an all-time high. Forty- 
four congregations met or overpaid their 
apportionment in 1944 as compared with 
38 in 1943 and 24 in 1942, Contributions 
to the program of the ULCA also continue 
to increase, the total for the year being 
nearly $14,000. 

The request of the Minneapolis conven- 
tion for an extra half million dollars for 
1945 was relayed through the president of 
synod to the Finance and Stewardship 
Committee. The committee took immediate 
action to instruct its secretary to send out 
a letter to all congregations urging them to 
accept and raise the “extra” apportion- 
ment. It is expected that the synod, at its 
meeting in June, will incorporate the “ex- 
tra” in the regular budget. 


Lutheran Church Music 

January 23 and 24 Dr. .U. S. Leupold, 
Christ Church, Maynooth, gave a series of 
three lectures at Waterloo Seminary on 
the subject, “Our Lutheran Heritage in 
Church Music and How It Can Be Made 
Fruitful in the Life of the Average Con- 
gregation.” Said Dr. Leupold, “The Lu- 
theran Church possesses a treasure of 
church music in quality and quantity equal 
or superior to that of any other church 
body. This treasure has hardly been 
tapped, but what is known is recognized 
to be excellent and is coming more and 
moré to be used.” He illustrated his re- 
marks by playing and singing different 
chorales and contrasting them in both 
words and setting with the kind of music 
that is popular in some churches. “The 
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HELP—FULL 
PAMPHLETS 


IN HIS CARE 
John Schmidt 


A comforting meditation on the 
Twenty-third Psalm for those who are 
sick, afflicted, shut-in or discouraged. 
An excellent pamphlet for pastors to 
leave in connection with sick calls. 

15 cents; $1.50 a dozen; 
$10.00 a hundred. 


VLL TELL YOU WHY I AMA 
PROTESTANT 


Ross H. Stover 


In his own forceful style Dr. Stover 
here describes what Protestantism really 
means. 

25 cents; $2.75 a dozen. 


THE MODERN READER’S 
AUGSBURG CONFESSION 


Ernst P. Pfatteicher 


This free paraphrase and condensa- 
tion of the Augsburg Confession is an 
attempt to coordinate the original with 
the Isms of the twentieth century. De- 
signed to stimulate interest in the re- 
study of this important religious docu- 
ment. 

10 cents; $1.00 a dozen; 
$6.00 a hundred. 


THE MARCH OF MISSIONS 
Rosalyn S. Sease 


This study course seeks to help the 
student to discover the. true meaning of 
the Christian missionary movement— 
its motives and aims, its accomplish- 
ments, its challenge today. 

Student’s edition, 20 cents; 
Leader’s edition, 30 cents. 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN 
PUBLICATION HOUSE 
1228 Spruce St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Chicago 11 Pittsburgh 22 Columbia 3 
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7.00 A. M. 
EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE April 1, 1945 


To be held in 


iho ees yok CONVENTION HALL 
34th St., Below Spruce 
DR. ROSS STOVER’S SERMON “VICTORY BY EASTER” 
FLORENCE KIRK, METROPOLITAN SOPRANO 
15,000 People Will Sing Hymns 
Great Choir, Soloists, Musicians, Ushers’ Chorus 
Living Pictures of Resurrection 
Dy To Be Broadcast 


great value of the classical Lutheran 


21,000 BOOKS SOLD Chorales,” concluded the lecturer, “has to — 


do with the fact that they come to us from 

the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, 
Prayers an era in which the harmonical develop- 

ment was at its start, but the sense for 
By Dr. Leander M. Zimmerman melody and rhythm freer and keener than 
A Rare Gift Book it is today. In their original rhythm they 
Pocket Sie” Baglin Cloth are lively, interesting, rousing, worth re- 


Postpaid, 35c each. Three for $1.00. covering.” Pastors and choir leaders from 
Ordes Brow. near-by churches, as well as members of 


1 Ais SN the college and seminary student bodies 
The United Lutheran Publication House | enjoyed the lectures. 
1228 Spruce St. Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Mortgage Burned at Brantford 
St. Matthew’s, Brantford, burned its first 
CLERICAL PULPIT ROBES  .. mortgage at the service on the first Sun- 
Choir Gowns in All Styles day in the New Year. Mr. Gordon Boyer, 
CASSOCKS treasurer of the congregation, held. the 
SURPLICES — STOLES papers and Mr. H. O. Wolfenberg, financial: 
CHURCH HANGINGS secretary, the receptacle for the ashes. The 
ALTAR LINENS match was applied by Mr. K. L. Reinhardt, 
president of the council, who, more than 
any other individual, was responsible for 
the payment of the indebtedness. A year 
Inquiries Invited ago he took over the remaining $1,500 of a 
long-standing mortgage without interest. 
Se iene oe Pe me Then he offered to cancel $500 if the con- 
gregation would raise the other $1,000. 
This $1,000 he then put into a new Min- 
shall electric organ which was dedicated 


MEN EELY in the fall. After nearly seven years of 


CLERICAL SUITS — CLOAKS 
RABATS—RABAT VESTS—COLLARS—SHIRTS 


BELL CO service in this mission the Rev. Norman 
4 Berner preached his farewell sermon on 
TROY, NY. 
: January 28. 
High Grade For several months the Rev. William 
P Reconditioned Bells Nolting, Williamsburg, has been supplying 
Write for Information. the pulpits in the St. Lawrence Parish. On 
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February 4 he formally installed the Rev. 
Norman Berner as pastor. On the follow- 
ing evening a reception was held for Pas- 
tor and Mrs. Berner, and Carole Ruth, in 
St. Paul’s Parish Hall, Morrisburg. 


Two of the younger pastors of synod 
have recently been wed. The Rev. Alvin 
Schweitzer, Linwood, now has the former 
Nora Dorland in his parsonage. The pas- 
tor of the bride, the Rev. Karl Knauff, 
Zion Church, Stratford, officiated. The 
Rev. Henry Schmieder, pastor of the New 
Dundee-Mannheim Parish, was married 
early in January to Jean Kramp. The 
ceremony took place in St. Matthew’s Lu- 
theran Church, Kitchener, and was per- 
formed by the father of the groom, Dr. 
John Schmieder. 


Testimony from the Front 

Canadian Lutheran lads continue to do 
their share on all the battlefields of the 
world. One young man, a former Sunday 
school teacher, writes to his pastor: “Four 
and a half months in the line have taught 


‘me two things: If a man loses his faith 


in God and his sense of humor, he is licked 
as far as a soldier, goes. There are many 
who are ashamed to admit that they be- 
lieve in God, but under the pressure of 
action they make a confession after a sort, 
only to deny it again when the shooting 
stops. ...I ride in one of the few original 
tanks that landed in France. I’ve become 
sort of attached to old ‘Contributor’ and 
our crew all hope to keep her until the 
show is over. We have lived what some 
call a charmed life, but to me it is the 
grace of God. We have had the tank on 
either side of us burnt up, and we have 
been hit but unharmed... . If you still 
have some in our church at home that 
think life is cruel to them, tell them that 
I have seen people gather in churches that 
have had the roof blown off, and in the 
rain, too. . . . I guess I’ve done enough 
preaching or you will begin to think I’m 
the preacher, instead of the other way 
round. ...P.S. Thanks for the church 
bulletins.” 
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Religious Book-of-the-Month for March 


THE NEW EDUCATION 
AND RELIGION 


by J. Paul Williams 


A faith adequate to maintain and enhance 
a free democratic society is essentially re- 
ligious and can be acquired only through 
religious instruction. Dr. Williams is con- 
vinced that the schools, public and private, 
must be the main channels for supplying 
education in religion to the majority of the 
nation’s children. Everyone concerned with 
religious education will want to read this 
stimulating presentation of a controversial 
subject. $2.50 


RISING ABOVE COLOR 


Edited by P. Henry Lotz 


These inspiring life-stories of outstanding 
Negroes help to cultivate a better under- 
standing between the white and colored 
races, and promote finer appreciation of the 
Negro and his contribution to American life 
and world civilization. Questions and a 
bibliography add to the book’s value for use 


in group discussion. $1.50 


COME AND SEE 
by Helen Allen 


In this stirring March of Faith the great 
figures of all times reveal the secret of the 
universe: that joy comes through service. “A 
thrilling little book, beautifully written, 
every page aglow with life.” ... “Gives the 
impression that the church is on the move 


and very much alive.” $1.25 


At your bookstore. 


ASSOCIATION PRESS 
347 Madison Avenue New York 17 
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CONFIRMATION 
GOWNS ON LOW 
RENTAL PLAN 


Impart dignity and uni- 
formity to classes with 
beautiful Moore Con- 


firmation Gowns. Write 
for Confirmation Gown 
Booklet and details of 
our low rental plan. 


R.MOORE CO. 
932 DAKIN ST. 
Chicago 12, Illinois 


Gowns for Pulpit and Choir 


Superfrontals, pulpit and lectern hang- 
ings, bookmarkers, communion linens, materials 
cut out. Catalogue and samples on request. 


J. M. HALL, INC. 


Office and Salesroom, 
14 W. 40th St., New York Tel. CHickering 4-3306 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings—Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers—Communion Linens 
Embroidery—Fabrics 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 


1837 fe thchureh and clergy 1940 
/} COX SONS & VINING, Inc. 


131 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N.Y. 


LLOYD A. POTTEIGER 


PAINTER and INTERIOR FINISHER 
222 S. Carol Boulevard 
Highland Park Upper Darby, Pa. 
Sunset 3224 
Estimates and color schemes 
submitted on request. 


Stained Glass 


-+ Inauiries Solicited - - 
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; OBITUARY 
Wilton C. Dunlap, D.D., Ph.D. 


died at his home, Tyrone, Pa., February 4, after 
an illness which had confined him to bed for 
more than a year. He was born at Pine Grove 
Mills, Pa.,.. December 29, 1865. His preparation 
for the ministry was made at Selinsgrove, Pa., 
and the Gettysburg institutions, where he was 
graduated in 1894. 

He was ordained by the former Central Penn- 
sylvania Synod in 1894, and served the follow- 
ing pastorates: Duncannon, Pa., 1894-95; Spen- 
cerville, Ind., 1895-99; Oswego, N. Y., 1899-01; 


Montoursville, Pa., 1901-11; St. Mark, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., 1911-12; North Manchester, ‘Ind., 
1912-16; Trinity, Louisville, Ky., 1916-21; St. 


Matthew, Reading, Pa., 1921-31. After retire- | 
ment at Tyrone, he continued in supply work, 
as far as his health permitted. 

Dr. Dunlap. was married to Miss Irene Beck 


in 1894. She. died in 1917, leaving three: sons | 


and a daughter. In 1919 he married Miss Mary 
Rhone, by whom he is survived. 

Dr. Dunlap was an ardent student of the 
Word, and a forceful and eloquent speaker. 
His genial disposition and friendly manner 
made him a host of friends. 

Funeral services were held at First Church, 
Tyrone, by the pastor, the Rev. Herbert Hoh- 
man, and the Rev. Clarence H. Hershey, pres- 
ident of the conference. The sermon’ was 
preached by Dr. Stanley Billheimer, a classmate. 
The interment took place at Center Line Church 
Cemetery, Center County, Pa. 

Stanley Billheimer. 


The Rev. Edward John Karl Schmidt 


son of the Rev. J. J. and Mrs. Schmidt, was 
born July 9, 1866, in Detroit, Mich., and died of 
a heart attack at Paulding, Ohio, December 27, 
1944. He was one of a family of thirteen chil- 
dren; there were ten boys and three girls of 
whom one brother, M. J. Schmidt of Toledo, - 
and one sister, Mrs. Edwin Maischen, Detroit, 
Mich., survive. 

He was both baptized and confirmed by his 
father. He attended Woodville Normal School, 
Woodville, Ohio, and was graduated from Cap- 
ital University Seminary at Columbus. 

On the twenty-ninth of January 1893 he was 
united in marriage with Elisa Schmidt. To this 
union were born six children all of whom with 
their mother survive. They are: Mrs. Leslie 
Moore, Columbus Grove, Ohio; Edward J. 
Schmidt, Paulding, Ohio; Mrs. James Burtch, 
Paulding, Ohio; O. T. Schmidt, Toledo, Ohio; 
Luther Schmidt, Toledo; and Mrs. LaMont Bar- 
ber, Englewood, N. Y. There are twenty-two 
grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren. 

November 25, 1894, he was ordained in Martin 
Luther Church, Toledo, Ohio. 

Following his ordination he went to his first 
pastorate at Trinity Church, Jenera, Ohio. 
About one year later he was called to St. Mark 
Church, Toledo, Ohio. During his pastorate he 
organized and built a new church, St. Luke, 
Yondota. He served this pastorate for thirteen 
and one-half years until he was called to the 
parish at Middlepoint, Ohio. Three and one- 
half years later he accepted a call to the Pauld- 
ing Parish, which he served over twenty-two 
years until he retired from the active ministry 
July 9, 1936, on his seventieth birthday. Since 
his retirement he has remained a faithful mem- 
ber of St. Paul congregation, ever willing to 
lend a helping hand. 

The funeral service was held in St. Paul Lu- 
theran Church, Paulding, Ohio, by his pastor, 
the Rev. J. A. Updegraff, and the president of 
the Ohio Synod, the Rev. George W. Miley, 
D.D. Interment was made in Live Oak Ceme- 
tery, Paulding, Ohio. 
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MAL 
‘NOTHING 


; mt in young people's 
lives than dedica- 
tion. fo. Christ 
through the Rite 
of Confirmation. 
To help make this 
event a perma- 
nent experience 
we list here three 
Ont Oo, unbiiba kersat 
confirmation gift 
booklets each of 
which includes a 
confirmation cer- 
tificate. 


CONFIRMATION CANDLES—Paul J. Hoh 

An imaginative, yet arresting presentation of the meaning of confirma- 
tion in which the church sexton sees in the light of the candles the 
confirmands of other years and how they regarded their vows. Includes 
space for confirmation verse, hymn, names of class. White art paper 
cover with envelope. (12) 25 cents each; $2.40 a dozen. 


THE ORDER FOR CONFIRMATION 


A beautiful booklet which will serve as a lasting reminder. Contains the 
Order for Confirmation as found in the Common Service Book. Exquisite 
color illustrations alternate with those in sepia. Twelve pages, cover in 
color bound with silk cord. Size, 5 x 7!/2 inches. (12) 30 cents each; 
$3.00 a dozen, with envelopes. 


YOUR FIRST YEAR—Ws Robert Miller 


A practical, well illustrated gift booklet with space for confirmation 
verse, hymn, class signatures, personal pledge, etc. Ten chapters deal 
in sparkling manner with the relation of a new church member to the 
church and its work and with his personal problems of living. Full color 
cover. (12) 30 cents each; $3.00 a dozen. 


Confirmation 
vy] | Candies 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE 


1228 SPRUCE STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. 
CHICAGO II PITTSBURGH 22 COLUMBIA 3 
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—a new church build- 
ing, in our Southern 
Mountain field, now 
in process of erection 
—a House of God, 
worthy of His Name 
ns ie VALLEY, 


A interested i in the U. L. C. A. are conscious of the tremendous expansion and devel- 

pment of OUR CHURCH since 1918. The Home Mission agencies (combined since 
1927 as THE BOARD OF AMERICAN MISSIONS) have a vital part in this program of 
progress. 


H UNDREDS of thousands of dollars (the apportionment gifts of our people) have been 
distributed to thousands of our mission pastors and congregations. Other millions of 
dollars of Church Extension funds (special gifts to the Board by interested individuals 
and congregations) have been loaned to congregations to build churches. 
T HROUGH the years a constructive change 
has taken place in the administration of 
this service to the Church. 
C ONSTANT enlargement of Board policies and procedures, due to increasing needs 


and demands of our united Church has brought about transformations. The Droetres 
of the U. L. C. A. testifies to this. 


THs tremendous task of transformation is not complete—improvement is constant . 


W HEN the world crisis is past the Church 

will rejoice with us, that in such difficult 
times as the present great strides were made 
for a larger service to the Church by 


YOUR 


BOARD OF AMERICAN MISSIONS 
of 
The United Lutheran Church in America 
231 Madison Ave., New York 16, N. Y. 


SILVER SPRING, MD. 
—construction has been 
started on this new church 
building—a House of God, 
to the Glory of God. 


